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NVCC Live Video Streaming vs. Zoom – Which Should I Use? 

Besides differences in individual platforms and associated costs, there are actually two completely separate categories of live video 
tools available at NVCC: 

• Live Video Meeting Tools = Quick multi-directional live video communication between a few people or groups. At 
NVCC we use Zoom for interactive conferences, webinars, team meetings and for one-on-one meetings. 

• Live Video Streaming Tools = High quality, one directional live video communication to a larger audience. At NVCC we 
use NVCC Video Services live streaming platform for large college-wide events such as Convocation, Commencement, 
and other special time sensitive college events. 

Live Video Meetings Tools - Zoom 

Zoom video meeting tools provide live video for person-to-person or group-to-group interactions. They connect cameras (usually 
laptop webcams) in many locations with little to no lag time. Zoom is perfect for face-face video conversations and meetings with 
various individuals. If you have a small group of individuals (under a few dozen) in many different locations (think a fully remote 
team), Zoom can be a great way to host interactive meetings. In addition, many Conference rooms throughout the college are 
equipped for these type of group video meetings. 

Live Video Streaming Tools - NVCC Video Services 

On the other side, live video streaming allow us to stream events using multiple, high quality video cameras to many more viewers 
with high production quality and live video of the level you might see when you turn on your TV. However this is mainly a one-
way viewing platform with little inter-activity from viewers. 

Which tool should I use? 

Live video streaming tools don't allow for two way communication. For most meetings and many webinars Zoom is ideal – 
especially if you require interactivity among participants. If, however, you have a large event that you need to put out to many 
viewers that needs to be seen live and does not require interactivity then Live Streaming may be the way to go. Focus with Live 
Streaming is more on improving the viewer experience of the event rather than interactivity. Because of the expense to pay for live 
streaming and captioning it is also recommended that If the event does not need to be seen live than recording it for use in our 
Video on Demand System is a much cheaper and easier way to go. 

Requesting Service 
 

The Zoom platform is available to all faculty and staff. More information may be found here: 

A quick guide to Zoom: https://eli.nvcc.edu/trainingcatalog/doc/ZoomWebConferencingQuickGuide%20v4.pdf 

If you feel your event requires Live Streaming instead of Zoom, Please fill out the Live Stream Event Form. Once 
received the request will be reviewed and if it is approved a production meeting will be set up with you to plan for the 
event.  
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