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Free Video Tools 
How do you choose the right video editing software especially when you are a newbie and want a free video 
editing software before you dig deeper?  

Interface: For a newbie, a user-friendly interface can help you save a lot of time from learning and getting 
familiar with the program. Some users like to use modern and intuitive free video editor, while others just 
like to use old style editors.  

Formats: Make sure the software you choose enables you to export common used formats like MP4, MOV, 
AVI, MKV, etc, so that you can easily share your work on YouTube or other social media platform. Friendly 
reminder: generally speaking, MP4 is the most used format, so it is wiser to find a free video editor that 
supports MP4 at least. Below are some of the most popular free tools.  

Screen Recording Tools 

 
 
Ezvid is a 100% free video creation tool that allows you to capture everything that appears on your computer screen. It also 
allows you to edit your recorded videos by splitting your recordings, inserting text and audio, controlling the speed and even 
drawing directly on your screen. There’s also a Gaming Mode specially designed for gamers to avoid black screen problems when 
recording games such as Diablo III and Call of Duty which are full screen games. You can save your edited videos for later use or 
you may directly upload them on YouTube. 
https://www.ezvid.com/ 

https://www.ezvid.com/
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Blueberry Flashback Express recorder This recorder enables you to capture your screen while recording yourself through a 
webcam.  It introduces quite a long list of features that will let you edit videos like a pro. BB Flashback Express Recorder also has a 
very easy user interface that allows you to decide what area of your screen you would like to capture and whether to record 
sound and web activity or not. Another good thing about it is that you can have scheduled recordings so you wouldn’t have to 
miss online events.  It also includes a player which works like a VCR and allows you to review your recording frame-by-frame. 
 
https://www.flashbackrecorder.com/express/ 

https://www.flashbackrecorder.com/express/
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CamStudio is a pretty straightforward program that lets you record your screen and audio and produce outputs in AVI or SWF 
format. It enables annotation such as text and call out inserts and even provides you some cursor options such as default, hidden 
or highlighted, which should be carefully laid out prior to recording. You have some video options too which lets you control 
compression, frame rates , quality and time lapse but aside from that, you can’t really do much with the video because it doesn’t 
include editing capabilities. 
 
http://camstudio.org/ 

http://camstudio.org/
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Webineria is an open-source easy-to-use screencast tool which lets you capture your screen activity and do “picture-in-picture” 
video by adding your webcam stream. It provides you 3 frame rate options: 5, 10 and 15 frames per second and outputs can be 
produced in either AVI or FLV format. It has built in features too that let you adjust the boundaries of your record area, use 
hotkeys to pause and resume recording. Outputs are saved on the site and can be shared via email links or embedding on 
websites. 
 
http://www.webinaria.com/ 

http://www.webinaria.com/
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Screencast-O-Matic is a screencast tool which has both web-based and desktop versions. It’s very easy to use and will run so long 
as you have Java installed on your computer. It has free video hosting and allows you to record your screen or both your screen 
and webcam. You may also publish your output directly to YouTube. The free versions of Screencast-O-Matic has limited features 
though. For instance, there’s a 15-minute recording time limit, there’s a small watermark when recording, it doesn’t allow 
webcam-only recording and it doesn’t allow you to zoom and annotate while recording. 
 
https://screencast-o-matic.com/ 
 
Other open source recorders are available and a good review of them can be found here: 
https://filmora.wondershare.com/screen-recorder/best-open-source-screen-recorders.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://screencast-o-matic.com/
https://filmora.wondershare.com/screen-recorder/best-open-source-screen-recorders.html
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Video Editing Tools 

 

Lightworks is the best free video editing software for anyone who wants to create professional-quality movies and videos without 
paying a penny. It supports multitrack video and is a non-linear editor, so the quality of your footage won’t be reduced while 
being processed. The one downside is that learning how to use Lightworks can take some time as the interface is fairly complex.  

https://www.lwks.com/ 

https://www.lwks.com/
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Shotcut Once you get the hang of Shotcut, you’ll discover why this free video editor has amassed such a large following. The best 
Shotcut feature is a large selection of filters that can be applied to audio and video content. Once added, you can layer and 
customize filters to achieve the precise effect you’re looking for.  
 
https://shotcut.org/download/ 

 

https://shotcut.org/download/
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Movie Maker Online Movie Maker Online is a video editor that runs in your browser. To edit a video, you simply need to upload it 
to an unusual vertical project timeline where you can crop clips and add filters or transition effects. Other free video editors listed 
here are software packages that can be installed and run locally. The big advantage of an online editor is that you can access it 
from any desktop device, and there’s no need to worry about content storage.  

https://moviemakeronline.com/ 

https://moviemakeronline.com/
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HitFilm Express Hitfilm Express is considered one of the best free video editing software, as its high-energy style appeals to 
budding filmmakers who want to put a special touch on a personal event or get creative with a video blog, but it's still easy 
enough for the adventurous friends-and-family crowd. The one concession you have to make is that you have to give the software 
maker a shout out on social media in order to download the free app. 

https://fxhome.com/hitfilm-express 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://fxhome.com/hitfilm-express
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Audio tools 
 

 
 
Pro Tools First is a limited version of the main Pro Tools and Pro Tools Ultimate applications, but it’s still 
pretty capable in its own right. The main limitation is that you can only store projects in the cloud and they 
can’t exceed 1GB in total size. You’re also limited to 16 simultaneous audio tracks, four inputs, and 16 
instruments. 
 
https://www.avid.com/pro-tools 

https://www.avid.com/pro-tools-first
https://www.avid.com/pro-tools
https://www.avid.com/pro-tools
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Audacity has gone on to become one of the most popular pieces of free software around. The open-source 
program gives users a wide range of options for recording and editing audio, all tied together with a simple 
interface, and everything Audacity has to offer is free of charge. 
 
https://www.audacityteam.org 
 
And For those wanting to try some free animation software there is a good article here on the various types available 
https://financesonline.com/best-free-animation-software/ 
 

 
 
 

https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://www.audacityteam.org/
https://financesonline.com/best-free-animation-software/
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