
For placement into higher level math: 
a. Recent high school graduates (students who graduated from high school within the last 

5 years) may be placed into certain higher-level math courses based on their high school 
coursework.  The student must provide a copy of their high school transcript for 
consideration. A minimum GPA of 3.0 with at least Algebra II is required for 
consideration for placement into higher level math courses.  Placement into higher-
level math courses is determine by the table below. 

High School 
Course 

MTH 162 MTH 245 MTH 261 MTH 263 

Math Analysis A or B in 
Honors 
course 

A or B A or B in Honors 
course 

NA 

Precalculus 
(without 
Trigonometry) 

NA A or B NA NA 

Precalculus 
with 
Trigonometry 

A or B in 
Honors 
course 

A or B A or B in Honors 
course 

NA 

Algebra III A or B A or B A or B NA 

Calculus A or B A or B A or B A or B 

AP Calculus AB 
or BC 

A or B A or B A or B A or B 

IB Math 
“Analysis and 
Approaches” 
Higher Level 

A or B A or B A or B A or B 

Probability 
and Statistics 

NA A or B NA NA 

AP Statistics NA A or B NA NA 

Discrete Math NA A or B NA NA 

a. Recent high school graduates who have a GPA of at least 3.0 and have taken at least 
Algebra II, but do not meet the grade criteria in the table above, may take the 



“Calculus only” portion of the VPT (CVPT) to determine placement into MTH 162,245, 
261 or 263.  Contact NOVATesting@nvcc.edu.  

b. Non-traditional students (students who graduated from high school more than 5 years 
ago) without college credit or with college coursework not analogous to NOVA course 
prerequisites, and recent high school graduates with international transcripts are 
permitted to take the CVPT to determine placement into MTH 162, 245, 261 or 263. 
Contact NOVATesting@nvcc.edu. 

c. Students who have already attempted a math course at NOVA are not permitted to take 
the CVPT to determine placement. 

d. Students with college credit may be placed into higher level math using prior college 
coursework, per VCCS Policy 6.4.0.2. A grade of C- or higher is acceptable for placement, 
although NOVA credit will not be awarded. 

e. Students enrolled in the prerequisite at another college or university may be permitted 
to enroll in a higher-level math course for the subsequent semester. Students may need 
to provide documentation that they have earned the required grade, per the 
prerequisite standards for the course, to avoid being dropped from the course.  
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