
 

NOVA POLICE / OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & SAFETY

NOVA PUBLIC SAFETY NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2022 

       
      

NOVA officers attended a memorial service for two Bridgewater 
College officers slain in the line of duty. 
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Dealing with a suspicious package! 

If you encounter a suspicious package (i.e., one that is 
unattended, is stained, or emanating an odor or sounds, such 
as ticking), call NOVA College Police or 9-1-1 immediately. 
Do not touch the package and do not use your cell phone in 
the immediate vicinity. Be prepared to evacuate immediately 
at least 150 feet away and take your personal belongings 
with you. Go to the outside assembly areas identified by red 
flags and remember not to enter 
the building until authorized. 
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NOVA Police Join Officers from Around the Country in Honoring Slain 
Bridgewater College Officers 

On February 9th, Chief Dan Dusseau and a contingent of NOVA Police officers traveled to 
the Atlantic Union Bank Center on the James Madison University campus to attend a memorial service 
honoring a Bridgewater College Police Officer and Security Officer killed in the line of duty. On February 
1st , Police Officer John Painter and Security Officer JJ Jefferson were shot and killed while dealing with a 
suspicious person on campus. 

Approximately 1,500 police officers and another 1,500 civilians attended the ceremony 
which included eulogies of both officers, moving comments from Governor Glenn Youngkin honoring the 
dedication of the deceased as well as all law enforcement officers, bagpipers from multiple agencies and 
a ceremony presenting the flags covering the officers’ caskets to the bereaved. 

In addition to officers from scores of Virginia agencies and neighboring states, officers 
attending the service came from Texas, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York City, Arizona and numerous 
other states. The camaraderie and sense of family were palpable. 
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Are You Prepared for an Active Incident? 
While the prospect of an active incident is scary, it is unlikely you’ll ever be harmed by an active shooter. 
With over 28 million college students in the US, the odds of death on a US college campus are less than 
3 in a million. Even though the odds of confronting an active shooter are low, remember that the people 
at Uumqua Community College in Oregon; Newtown, CT; Las Vegas, and Bridgewater College in 
Virginia were confronted with an incident. 

The following can help keep you safe: 

          
              

         

             
                  

             
                   
             

                    
       

                   
            

1. Expect the unexpected. Look for behavioral changes in people; suspicious packages; inappropriate 
dress (e.g., a long coat on a summer day could conceal a rifle); seeming depression; absenteeism; loss 
of interest in school, friends, and favored activities; etc.

2. If you see something concerning or that arouses your suspicion, report your concerns immediately to 
the NOVA College Police at 703-764-5000. Call us even if you are not sure you have observed criminal 
behavior. NOVA Police rely on information from the entire NOVA community to keep our campuses safe 
and we respond to all reports. The LiveSafe mobile safety app, available at the NOVA PD website at no 
cost to the NOVA community, is a great way of providing emergency information in an unobtrusive way.

3. Until police arrive at the scene to respond to the shooter, you must ensure your own safety. Develop a 
plan for each location you frequent.

4. Time is critical. Be prepared to act decisively and commit to survive: If you encounter an active 
shooter, you have three options, summarized in an excellent response video at:
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=run+hide+fight&docid=608051280649660729&mid=20D7A79E10 
8D495537D320D7A79E108D495537D3&view=detail&FORM=VIRE

• Run.   Evacuate  the  area  immediately.   This may be  your  best  chance  of  survival!   Even  if  the  shooter  is
approaching  you,  you  are  more  likely to  survive  by running  away,  since  a  moving  target  is difficult  to  hit.  
Furthermore,  if  injured,  you  will  receive  medical  attention  sooner  if  you  can  evacuate  the  area  and  get 
outside.  If  the  event  is inside,  prevent  others from  entering  the  building.

• Hide.   If  you  cannot  evacuate,  lock the  doors;  turn  off  lights,  and  silence  cell  phones;  hide  behind  heavy
objects,  as far  out  of  view  from  windows as possible;  and  remain  quiet.   Do  not  huddle  together.  If the 
shooter  comes into  your  area,  move  randomly to  make  yourself  a  difficult  target.

• Fight.  If  evacuation  is not  possible  and  you’re  actually confronting a shooter  who’s putting  your  life  in 
imminent  danger,  go  on  the  offensive.   Yell,  improvise  weapons,  throw  articles,  attack,  and  secure  the 
shooter  until  help  arrives.   Putting  the  shooter  on  the  defensive  can  minimize  innocent  casualties. 

   Continued on Page #4 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=run+hide+fight&docid=608051280649660729&mid=20D7A79E108D495537D320D7A79E108D495537D3&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
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Are  You Prepared for an  Active  
Incident? (Cont’d) 

5. Expect  a  robust  police  response. 

•The  immediate  goal  of  police  is to  end  the  threat.   They
will  not  stop  to  help  the  wounded  or  assist  evacuees
until  the  threat  is neutralized.  Don’t  get  in  the  way or 
contribute  to  an  already confusing  situation. 

•Keep  your  hands visible  and  make  no  quick or 
unpredictable  movements.    Leave  your  handbag  and 
backpack;  police  will  assume  it  could  be  hiding  a  bomb 
or  weapon.  Seek cover  but  do  not  drive  from  campus
lest  you  impede  the  arrival  of  life-saving  emergency
vehicles.

NOVA  Police  offer  detailed  active  incidence  response  
training  to  classes,  faculty and  staff  meetings,  clubs,  
convocations,  etc.   Contact  Lt.  John  Weinstein  at  
jweinstein@nvcc.edu or  at  571-422-9928  to  schedule  
this training. 
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Severe Weather Awareness 
Week 

March 7-11 is Severe Weather Awareness 
Week. The Virginia Department of 
Emergency Management and the National 
Weather Service work together on this 
initiative to bring awareness to associated 
safety concerns. 
NOVA’s Office of Emergency Management 
and Safety (OEMS) is working actively to 
engage the NOVA community in Severe 
Weather Safety. All week OEMS will be 
offering ways to stay safe in the event of 
severe weather, with the primary event 
being the Virginia Statewide Tornado Drill 
on March 8. 
Those on a NOVA campus during the 
March 8 drill should practice their response 
to a tornado. Please follow the emailed 
instructions from OEMS. Those at home 
during the drill are also encouraged to 
participate by finding a safe storm shelter 
and remaining there during the drill. 
For more information and resources please 
visit: https://www.ready.gov/  

mailto:jweinstein@nvcc.edu
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Download 

LiveSafe Mobile Safety App 

The  free  LiveSafe  Mobile  Safety app  is available  to  all  NOVA  faculty,  students,  staff  and  their  families 
and  friends.  This tool  can  empower  you  to  stay safe,  keep  your  campus safe,  put  potentially life-saving  
information  at  your  fingertips,  and  facilitate  timely interaction  with  NOVA  responders in  the  event  of  an  
emergency or  need  for  assistance.   Download  LiveSafe  at  iTunes or  Google  Play.  It  is easy and f ast,  or 
go to www.LiveSafeMobile.com. 

2022 NOVA POLICE TRAINING 

NOVA  Police  conduct  an  extensive  community outreach  program.  The  following  topics are  available  for  
presentation  to  faculty,  students,  clubs,  staff,  and  community organizations via  Zoom  or  in-person.  For  in  person  
or  ZOOM  additional  topics,  please  contact  us at  novapdoutreach@nvcc.edu  . 

Selected  Topics: 

Active  Shooter  Response 

Dealing  with  Difficult  People 

Creating  Safe  Classroom  Environment 

Staying  Safe  on  the  Street/Self -Defense 
Considerations 

Alcohol/DUI  Awareness 

Stop  the  Bleed  Tourniquet  Certification  

Recognizing/Reporting  Suspicious Behavior 

Dealing  with  Mental  Health  Issues 

Bystander  Intervention 

Writing  in  the  Workplace 

Everything  you  Ever  Wanted  to 
Know  About  the  Police  

Ticket  Avoidance  Strategies 

Human  Trafficking 

Gangs and  Drugs 

Civilian  – Police  Interactions 

Dealing  with  Disobedience 

http://www.livesafemobile.com/
mailto:novapdoutreach@nvcc.edu

