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In the event of an earthquake, evacuate to a designated 
assembly area when safe to do so and follow directions of 
authorities. (2019 photo)
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Penelope’s Tips on Fire Alarms
In the event of a fire/fire alarm, take steps towards safety. If not 
already done, call 911 
and activate the fire alarm. 
Alarm pulls are often 
located near doorways. 
Evacuate the building and 
proceed safely to an 
assembly point or where
directed and remain until 
instructed it is safe to 
return. As you evacuate, 
help others who may 
need assistance and 
avoid blocking roads and 
parking areas so you don’t
hinder first responders.

FREEDownload the LiveSafe 
Mobile Safety App

Police can be reached 24/7/365 @ (703) 764-5000

NOVApolice@nvcc.edu NOVApdoutreach@nvcc.edu
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Active Shooter Preparedness
The horrific events in Boulder, Las Vegas, 
Christchurch, and many other locations remind us 
that danger can strike seemingly safe places with 
little warning but with deadly effect.

NOVA Police train regularly to deal with such 
threats.  They train on current tactics and entry 
equipment under the direction of three officers who 
are certified active incident response trainers.  This 
year’s training will be conducted in May. NOVA 
officers meet regularly with officers from local 
agencies to familiarize them with our campuses 
and NOVA police tactics and equipment.  The goal 
is seamless integration of NOVA Police and local 
responders in the event of an emergency.  NOVA 
officers also practice armed response drills at the 
firearms range. 

If an active incident occurs, NOVA police will 
respond immediately. It may take some time before 
they arrive so you should have a plan to protect 
yourself and be familiar with  survival options.

(Run, Hide, Fight)

NOVA Police can      
conduct active 
incident response 
training for all 
members of the 
NOVA community. 

This training 
can be delivered 
in-person, when 
permitted, and via 
Zoom.  Come 

empower yourself to protect your own life and those 
of others. In the interim, if you have any questions 
about active shooter response, or would like this 
information presented to your class, club, division 
or workplace, contact novapdoutreach@nvcc.edu.

 

Check Out the Big Brain
On Penelope

In response to the many thousands of requests 
from her loyal fans for more insightful academic 
erudition, Penelope the NOVA Police Cat 
complements your education with five little known 
facts:

Q. Most Americans live within 50 miles of what?   
A. Their birthplace  
Q. Most boat owners name their boats. What is 
the most popular boat name requested?  
A.  Obsession   
Q. If you were to spell out numbers, how far would 
you have to go until finding the letter 'A'?  
A. One thousand. 
Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, wind-
shield wipers and laser printers have in common?  
A. All were invented by women.  
Q. What is the only food that doesn't spoil? 
A. Honey  (Penelope still prefers tuna.)

  
Come back next month and let Penelope make 
you a little smarter, and remember: reading the 
NOVA Public Safety Newsletter is the smart thing 
to do!
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It’s time to break out the grill!

Outdoor cooking is just around the corner.  Whether you grill year-round or you start grilling when the 
weather starts to warm, safety should always come first.  

Facts:
• 10,600 home fires are started by grills each year, on average.
• 19,700 patients go to the ER each year due to grilling injuries.
• Gas grills cause more fires than charcoal grills.

Before you start your propane grill each year, check the gas tank hose for leaks. Apply a light soap and 
water solution to the hose. A propane leak will release bubbles. If your grill has a leak, by smell or the 
soap test, and there is no flame, turn off both the gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops, get the grill 
serviced by a professional before using it again. If the leak does not stop, call the fire department. If you
smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and call the fire department. Do not move 
the grill. If the flame goes out, turn the grill and gas off and wait at least 5 minutes before re-lighting it.

 

SAFETY TIPS:
• Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be used outdoors. 
• The grill should be placed well away from the home, deck railings and out from under eaves and 

overhanging branches. 
• Keep children and pets at least three feet away from the grill area. 
• Remove grease or fat buildup from the grill. 
• Never leave your grill unattended. 
• Open your gas grill lid before lighting it. 

CHARCOAL GRILLS:
• Charcoal chimney starters allow you to start the charcoal using 

newspaper as a fuel. You can also use an electric starter with an 
extension cord rated for outdoor use.

• If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal starter fluid. Never add 
charcoal fluid or any other flammable liquids to the fire. 

• Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children and away from heat 
sources.  

• After grilling, let the coals completely cool before disposing in a 
metal container.

For more information, visit:  
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Seasonal-fire-causes/Grilling
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NOVA Police Promote Two to the Rank of Sergeant; Lt. Anglin Retires

Last month, Chief Dan Dusseau announced the promotions of Officers Steve Allen and Nicole 
Langlois-Fisher to the rank of Sergeant. In this position, they will supervise police operations on the 
Annandale and Loudoun campuses respectively.

Sergeant Allen joined NOVA Police in 
2011, having served as a school security 
officer in Prince William County 
School System. Steve served at the 
Alexandria campus until mid-2020 when 
he was moved to the Woodbridge 
campus as an acting sergeant. He brings 
significant expertise to the department 
as a firearms and control tactics 
instructor. In his spare time, Steve is 
an avid fisherman and baseball fan. 
He coaches youth baseball in his 
community. 

Sergeant Langlois-Fisher grew up in upstate New York and came to law enforcement from the mental 
health field where she was a program coordinator, responsible for protecting and promoting the rights of 
people with disabilities. Nicole joined NOVA Police six years ago after serving with the Washington 
Airports Authority Police. Nicole is interested in fitness, travel, cooking, outdoor activities, family time, 
and her dog. She lives in Maryland with her husband who is a police officer in Washington, DC. Nicole 
has an Associate’s degree in Criminal Justice and is working on her Bachelor’s degree. 

Chief Dusseau also reassigned several sergeants to new campuses. Specifically, Sgt. Chris Ovenden 
has moved from Manassas to MEC, Sgt. Jared Williams has moved from Annandale to Manassas, and 
Sgt. Jeff Rudolph has moved from Loudoun to Woodbridge. Sgt. Tony Ong remains at Alexandria. These 
transfers will bring new supervision perspectives and best practices to each campus.

The appointment of two new sergeants and the excitement about 
new approaches to campus supervision are tinged with sadness 
with the retirement of Lt. D.J. Anglin. 

At NOVA, DJ has served in every capacity from patrol officer to 
sergeant to lieutenant during almost 25 years with the department. 
He has been stationed at every campus and his most recent 
responsibilities have included overseeing departmental training,
the deployment and maintenance of the department’s electronic 
assets, and the development of a new report and dispatch system 
which has enhanced the responsiveness, effectiveness and 
efficiency of NOVA Police.

NOVA Police thanks Lt. Anglin for his dedicated service and wish 
him all the best in his future endeavors.
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Download
LiveSafe Mobile Safety App

The LiveSafe Mobile Safety app is available for free to all NOVA faculty, students, staff and their friends. 
This powerful tool can empower you to stay safe, keep your campus safe, put potentially life-saving 
information at your fingertips, and facilitate timely interaction with NOVA Police and OEMS professionals 
in the event of an emergency or need for assistance.  Download LiveSafe at iTunes or Google Play. It is 
easy and fast.  Go to www.LiveSafeMobile.com to download this great app.

2021 NOVA POLICE TRAINING
NOVA Police conduct an extensive community outreach program. The following topics are 
available for presentation to faculty, students, clubs, staff, and community organizations 
via Zoom or in-person. If there are topics you would like presented or would like to request 
additional topics, please contact us at novapdoutreach@nvcc.edu .

Selected Topics:

• Active Shooter Response

• Dealing with Difficult People

• Creating and Maintaining a Safe Classroom 
• Environment

• Staying Safe on the Street/Self-Defense 
• Considerations

• Alcohol/DUI Awareness

• Stop the Bleed Tourniquet Certification 

• Recognizing/Reporting Suspicious Behavior

• CPR and AED Certification 

• Empower Yourself to be Safe!

• Writing in the Workplace

• Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know About the Police (But Were 
Afraid to Ask)

• Ticket Avoidance Strategies

• Crimes Against Women/Human 
Trafficking

• Gangs and Drugs

• Civilian – Police Interactions

http://www.livesafemobile.com/
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