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What is an 
integrative 
learning e-folio?

Synthesizes and evaluates 
learning from a variety of 
experiences:
• Coursework
• Research
• Hobbies & Interests
• Internships & jobs
• Study abroad
• Service

Integrated Learning E-folios 
provide scaffolding for

Writing 
Instruction

Course 
Outcomes

Program
Assessment

How can an ILEF facilitate 
program-level outcomes?
Organize portfolio 
components
around PLOs, 
using guided 
reflection prompts 
to elicit where 
learning and 
achievements 
have occurred. 

Demonstrated through
Artifacts

Reports or course 
assignments
Videos
Slideshows
Items specific to 
discipline

Responses to reflective 
prompts

Where does a learning portfolio appear in this hierarchy? Practice Personal and Social Responsibility 
(Gen Ed Outcome 4) 

Possible Reflection Questions:

How have you managed your time or other 
limited resources to complete a project?
Has your work on a project required you to 
maintain a level of confidentiality? If so, 
explain.
Have you identified consequences of 
unethical conduct or recognized conflict 
between personal/professional ethics and 
the ethics of others? If so, explain.
Sample reflections Mason and Victoria
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Reflection throughout the 
curriculum

Integrating the E-Portfolio using a 
proposed “Bookend Approach”

How do I teach this stuff? 1. Allow pedagogy to drive the 
technology (not visa versa)

Focus on writing instruction and the 
outcomes, not the e-folio tool
Create a template (or clear assignment 
deliverables) that “frees” students to 
focus on content over software
Let the students decide which tool they 
want to use (Google, Weebly, Wix, etc.)
Integrate instruction on virtual 
responsibilities (could even create a 
reflection assignment)

2. Provide instructional 
resources

10 tips for creating meaningful 
reflections
E-folio getting started
Framing your portfolio reflections
Rubric that identifies assessment criteria
Guidelines for setting up a website

3. Lead web workshop (opt)

Guide students through a tutorial that
Introduces software options
Assesses key tasks you want them to 
learn (have them complete a checklist)
Troubleshoots online issues

Privacy settings
Accessibility and collaboration

Provides reviewer access
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4. Use scenarios to guide 
reflection responses

In what context would this information be 
valuable?
What does it demonstrate about the writer?
What question would this achievement or skill 
answer?

_________________________________
Select one scenario and answer each question.

See Sample ILEFs

Chemical Engineering
Master of Land and 
Property Management

*Portfolios and survey results are used with IRB approval and student permissions.

What do the students think?

End-of-project
survey revealed 
these results:

Do you believe that reflecting in the ChemE-folio has 
enhanced your learning within your degree program?

It has put a lot of things such 
as communication and work 
ethic relating to chemical 
engineering in perspective 
and helped me shape my 
academic goals.
It has made me think about 
what other skills I should 
attain in my classes besides 
technical knowledge.
I feel like I have improved 
my communication ability 
from this assignment, and I 
have a better grasp of new 
technology.

Reflecting has reaffirmed 
my desire to become a 
chemical engineer. It was a 
great way for me to recall 
and reflect on my 
accomplishments and plan 
for the future.
It made me think about how 
I wanted to direct my 
studies and my career.
It made it easier to talk 
about myself in a recent 
interview. I just mentioned 
each reflection point briefly.

In what ways did the template help you 
create your portfolio?

It helped me understand what I was doing. 
Without it, I would have been completely lost.
It provides valuable insight into the possible 
content and organization.
It made it easier to worry only about content and 
not format.
It helped me ask myself prompting questions that 
made meaningful sections/reflections.
It helped me focus more on my content, design, 
and formatting rather than having to spend too 
much time on actually building a site from 
scratch—i.e., dealing with hyperlinks.

What did you like most about creating your 
ChemE-folio?

It was a fun and rewarding 
project. I hope to use it as 
groundwork for a life-long 
portfolio.
Got me thinking “What do I 
really have to offer an 
employer?” “What I talk 
about in an interview?” 
Liked being able to reflect 
on my academic career and 
what I have done at A&M.
I think this is a good 
assignment for this class since 
it has real world applications.
It allowed me to get feedback 
from my parents on my writing.
It has shown me the value of 
written communication in this 
major.
Getting to tell my stories.

Creating the reflections.
It was actually kind of fun.
I realized after creating an e-folio that I have 
more achievements and information than I 
thought.
It really helped me identify my strengths and 
let me cater to the job I was applying for so it 
can be used for any job.
I love looking at the finished product after 
putting so much time and effort into it. It 
makes me feel better about going for a 
ChemE degree (from student who opted for 
print presentation).
I liked being able to share what I feel are 
some pretty exciting experiences.
It helped me think critically about what I am 
doing and why the skills I am learning will be 
useful after graduation.
I liked thinking about which 
stories/reflections I could write that best 
show of my abilities.
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What did you like least about 
creating your ChemE-folio?

So much writing ALL AT ONCE.
It’s long and forces you to think ahead into it.
The time it takes to fully develop it.
I wish we had more time to work on it.
The freedom was challenging.
Being forced to write it although in hindsight I am 
glad for it.
It took a lot of time and effort away from other 
difficult classes.

Final thoughts--
Introduce portfolio as early in the semester 
as possible.
Create and assess interim assignments in 
the portfolio.
Use a template that reduces the 
technology learning curve.
Help students understand the value of what 
they are doing—if they have “buy in,” they 
will spend the time and effort to do the 
work and do it well.
Set an example with your own portfolio.
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Want more information? Please 
contact us!

Cindy Raisor, Department of Chemical 
Engineering, TAMU, at c-
raisor@tamu.edu

Debra Fowler, Center for Teaching 
Excellence, TAMU, at 
dfowler@tamu.edu
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