
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
    
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

Change of Level 

A change of educational level is when you move from the Intensive English Program into an 
associate’s degree program.  

To begin studying for an associate degree after completing the Intensive English Program, you 
must: 

� Complete the online admission application and apply for the “Credit” program. 
Please indicate on the application that you are already a NOVA student by entering your 
current EMPLID in the space provided. 

� Take the Accuplacer English Placement Test. Admission to the degree program requires 
that you have reached at least Level 4. 

� Meet with an academic counselor.  He/she will discuss the various associate degree 
programs available at NOVA. Once you have decided on a major, please ask the counselor 
to update your major in the college’s record system and print a copy of the page showing 
the update has been made. 

� Apply for a new I-20 form.  You should apply for the new I-20 only after you have 
completed the steps listed above.  You MUST apply no more than 45 days after you 
complete your intensive English program.  Failure to update your I-20 on time will result 
falling out of status. 

The following documents are required to update your SEVIS records and create a new I-20: 

¾ I-20 Application Form http://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-043.pdf 
¾ F-1 Financial Statement form and bank statement from your sponsor, showing the 

amounts required for degree level study.  http://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-067.pdf 
¾ A brief statement explaining why you want to study for an associate’s degree at NOVA 

and what you plan to do after you complete your studies. 
¾ A copy of your Accuplacer results showing that you have placed in Level 4 or higher. 

You may submit the completed documents either to an international student advisor on your 
campus or to the Office of International Student Services.  Standard processing time is 10 
business days. 

Office of International Student Services 
7630 Little River Turnpike, Suite 815 ● Annandale, VA 22003 

Phone: 703-323-3423 ● Fax: 703-813-1329 
Email: oiss@nvcc.edu ● www.nvcc.edu/international 

www.nvcc.edu/international
mailto:oiss@nvcc.edu
http://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-067.pdf
http://www.nvcc.edu/forms/pdf/125-043.pdf


 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. 	 What classes do I need to take when I move to the degree program?  Until you 
reach ENG 111, you are expected to take college ESL courses with other courses.  We 
realize that you want to begin your academic classes, however, history shows that 
students who complete the ESL courses will do better and have a better GPA.  

2. 	 What do I need to do before I meet with the academic counselor?  You should take 
the NOVA Math and English Placement Tests.  Also, do some research by reading the 
College Catalog. Based on your interests, look up different programs and review the 
requirements and courses. Think about what you want to do after you finish at NOVA.  
If you already know that you want to transfer, look at the college or university’s catalog 
and look at see their program requirements.   

3. 	 How do I declare a major?  Is that decision permanent? You need to choose a 
major based upon your interest at this time. You can change your major if you find that 
the first one is not appropriate.  If you are considering a change of major, you need to 
talk with an academic counselor and an international student advisor as soon as 
possible. 

4. 	 Why do I need a new the Financial Statement form?  We need to see that your 
sponsor has money to continue supporting you while you study for a degree. 

5. 	 Why do you need new bank statements?  The previous statements are old and 
circumstances change. We need to know that you still have sponsorship to continue 
studying at NOVA. 

6. 	 When should I submit my documents to get a new I-20?  You should apply for the 
new I-20 as soon as you have taken the ACCUPLACER test and  have chosen your 
new major. You MUST apply for the new I-20 within 45 days after completing the 
intensive English program 

7. 	 Will I have to pay the SEVIS fee again or get a new visa? There is no need to pay 
the SEVIS fee again.  You only need to renew your visa if it has expired and you are 
leaving the US and plan to return to continue studying. 


