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F-1 STATEMENT OF RESPONSBILITY: MAINTAINING F-1 STATUS
INTENSIVE ENGLISH PROGRAM 

Please read each question carefully and acknowledge that you understand your responsibility as an F1 
student below. To maintain your F-1 Status with NOVA you agree to the following; 

1. Full-time enrollment. Students must register for at least 12 credits or equivalent of 25 CEUs each Fall 
and Spring Semester (summer if that is your first semester at the college).

2. Students may not drop, withdraw or audit a class, if it will result in less than 12 credit hours (25 CEUs 
for intensive English students).

3. Students must take a full course load (25 CEUs) even though they may be on academic warning or 
academic probation. Students who are recommended to take less than full time courses should 
consult with their international student adviser before registering.

4. Students may not take more than one online class or three online credits per semester as part of the 
required 12 credits/25 CEUs.

5. Students may not work off-campus (OPT, CPT, Economic Hardship) during the first academic year 
but may accept on-campus employment subject to certain conditions and restrictions. Working 
without a written authorization from DHS or the Office of International Student is a violation and the 
consequences are severe. IEP students are not permitted to work off campus

6. Students must report any change of mailing address to the College through My NOVA within 10 days 
of change.

7. Students need to have a Designated School Official (DSO) sign their I-20 before traveling outside the 
U.S. Students are expected to request this travel signature at least two weeks prior to leaving the 
country.

8. Maintain a passport that is valid for at least six months into the future. Contact your country’s 
embassy in the US for more information on how to renew your passport.

9. Students are expected to make sure that their program of study (major) is always correct on their I-
20. If student plans to continue onto the ESL Pathway and/or Associate degree program once they 
complete their Intensive English program, they must have their I20 updated.

10. The I-20 is valid until the program ending date listed on the I-20 or until the student completes the 
program of study, whichever comes first. If an extension is needed, the student is expected to 
contact the DSO at least 30 days before the program ending date.

11. F-2 Dependents enrolling in a higher education institution must be part-time and enroll in less than 
12 credits.

12. A DSO who is aware that a student has failed to comply with any of these regulations may be 
required to report the student to the Department of Homeland Security and may be required to 
terminate the student's I-20.
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I acknowledge that I understand the above F1 regulations and responsibilities. 

Student Name (First, Last)   Student ID # 

Student Signature   Date signed 
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