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HOW TO OBTAIN TEXTBOOKS IN ALTERNATE FORMAT 

Read this information carefully before requesting your textbooks in alternate format. Alternate 
format includes audio books, electronic format (e-books), or PDFs. Students are expected to 
search for these books using the following resources.  

 
eBooks/EPUBs 
 
Check Vital Source. Some publishing companies are making their accessible textbooks only 
available through Vital Source. The books are accessible with their web reading called 
“MyBookshelf”. These textbooks provide a copy of the print text with the option to also 
have  it read aloud. If you use screen-reader or text-to-speech software to read your books, 
we recommend checking Vital Source to see if your book is available there. 
 
Check Bookshare. These books are available in multiple formats. Students approved for 
alternate format accommodations can request a free Bookshare account by contacting 
atoffice@nvcc.edu. 
 
Audiobooks 
 
Check Learning Ally and Audible. Books available through these sources are only available in 
audio format; books will not be accompanied by a print copy.  Students are responsible for 
creating their own accounts to access the books. 
 
Send a Request to Accommodations and Accessibility Services 
 
If the book is not available through these sources, purchase it through the NOVA bookstore 

or another provider and submit your request for alternative format in your Accommodations 

Profile (Accommodate). Select “Alternative Format” listed under Accommodation in the left 

navigation menu on the student interface. 

https://www.vitalsource.com/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
mailto:atoffice@nvcc.edu
https://learningally.org/Home/gclid/EAIaIQobChMI6Lqmtpm-6gIVFI7ICh2CpwOXEAAYASAAEgIWtvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=audible%2Bbooks&crid=3CNRU0XDAZD5O&sprefix=audible%2Caps%2C144&ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_7
https://nvcc-accommodate.symplicity.com/
https://nvcc-accommodate.symplicity.com/


 

Navigate to the “Student Entered” tab to request a text. Click “Submit New Alternative Format 
Request”, then complete and submit the form. 

 

 

The office will look for a PDF of your book. It can        take up to a month to complete the process. You 

are advised to begin as early as possible. Email atoffice@nvcc.edu with any questions.  
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