
8 Ball Billiards  

A. BALLS AND RACKING 

1. The game is played with one cue ball and 15 numbered object balls. 

2. The balls are racked in a triangle at the foot of the table with the 8-ball in the center of the 
triangle, the first ball of the rack on the footspot, a stripe ball in one corner of the rack and a 
solid ball in the other corner, as the above illustration shows. 

3. The object of the game is to make one group of numbered object balls, either stripes or solids, 
and then LEGALLY POCKET THE 8-BALL which then wins the game. 

B. OPEN TABLE 

The table is “open” when the choice of groups (stripes or solids) has not yet been determined. 
When the table is open, it is legal to hit a solid first to make a stripe or vice versa. Note: The 
table is always open immediately after the break shot. When the table is open it is legal to hit any 
solid or stripe or the 8-ball first in the process of pocketing the called stripe or solid. On an open 
table, all pocketed balls remain pocketed. The choice of stripes or solids is not determined on the 
break even if balls are made from only one or both groups. THE TABLE IS ALWAYS OPEN 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE BREAK SHOT. The choice of group is determined only when a 
player legally pockets a called object ball after the break shot. 

  

C. GAME 

In Call Pocket, obvious balls and pockets do not have to be indicated. It is the opponent’s right to 
ask which ball and pocket if he is unsure of the shot. Banks and combinations are not considered 
obvious and both the object ball and the pocket must be called or it is a loss of turn. When 
calling the shot, it is NEVER necessary to indicate details such as the number of cushions, banks, 
kisses, caroms, etc. Any balls pocketed on a foul remain pocketed, regardless of whether they 
belong to the shooter or the opponent. 

The opening break is not a “called pocket.” Any player performing a break shot in 8-Ball may 
continue to shoot his next shot so long as he has legally pocketed any object ball on the break. 

When a player has pocketed all of the balls in his group, he then shoots at the 8-ball, physically 
designating his pocket with a pocket marker. The marker is to be placed on the table completely 
within the first two diamonds on either side of the pocket. The entire area between the diamonds 
included. You do not have to touch or move the marker if it is already at your intended pocket 

 


