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NVCC COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 

SOC 255 - COMPARATIVE SOCIOLOGY (3 CR.) 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Analyzes variet ies of human behavior, beliefs and values in w estern and non-w estern cultures. 
Emphasizes similarit ies and variat ions among social inst itut ions such as family, law , religion, 
economics and government.  Lecture 3 hours per w eek. 
 
GENERAL COURSE PURPOSE 
 
This course is designed to make the student aw are of the diversity of ideas and pract ices to be 
found in human societ ies around the w orld and how  such ideas and pract ices compare.  The 
student w ould acquire perspect ive of how  the ideas and w ays of one' s ow n society might be 
view ed from their vantage points. 
 
ENTRY LEVEL COMPETENCIES 
 
None 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 

A. Develop an aw areness of dif ferences in cultural perspect ive. 
B. Develop a theoret ical f ramew ork to understand dif ferences.  
C. Be able to explain w orld events through a non-w estern view point. 

 
MAJOR TOPICS TO BE INCLUDED 
 

A. World View   
B. Paradigm Shif t  
C. Stereotyping  
D. Cultural Universals 
E. Cultural Relat ivism 
F. Structural-Funct ional Analysis 
G. Cultural Integrat ion 
H. Cultural Transmission 
I. Global Perspect ive 
J. Post-Industrial Society 
K. Non-Verbal Communicat ions 
L. Stage of Cultural Aw areness 
M. Values 
N. Social Conflict  Analysis 
O. Cultural Ecology 
P. Cultural Shock 
Q. Empathy  
R. World System Theory 
S. Ethnocentrism  
T. Societ ies Problem Solving Strategies 
U. Cultural Diversity 
V. Norms, Folkw ays, Mores, Law s 
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W. Cultural Lab 
X. Language 
Y. Verstehen 

 
 
 


