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NVCC COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
 

MUS 259 - ADVANCED IMPROVISATIONAL TECHNIQUES  (3 CR.) 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Extends the improvisat ional performance skills of the student in the standard jazz repertoire through 
the use of techniques based on harmonic progressions, rhythmic patterns, and scalar and arpeggio 
patterns.  Includes the pract ical applicat ion of modal theory to standard jazz and popular repertoire.  
Lecture 2 hours.  Laboratory 2 hours. Total 4 hours per w eek. 
 
GENERAL COURSE PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide the student w ith a thorough foundation in the techniques 
of improvisat ion on an advanced level and covers improvisat ion in the various popular and jazz 
styles of the day and of the recent past. 
 
ENTRY LEVEL COMPETENCIES 
 
Prerequisites are MUS 159 - “ Improvisat ional Techniques”  and MUS 141-142 - “ Class Piano I-II” . 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Upon complet ion of this course, the student should be able to extemporize on his major instrument 
and at the keyboard in a style of high dif f iculty and for periods of long durat ion. 
 
MAJOR TOPICS TO BE INCLUDED 
 

A.  Advanced Harmonic Analysis of contemporary jazz composit ion 
B.  Advanced Melodic Analysis of contemporary jazz composit ion 
C.  Study and pract ice of advanced jazz patterns and formulate 
D.  Extended sect ion of improvisat ion 
E.  Advanced study of modes 
F.  Advanced study of variat ion techniques 
G.  Advanced modulat ion 
H.  Principles of Musical Composit ion in jazz styles 

 
EXTRA TOPICS (optional) 
 
The study of improvisatory techniques in stylist ic areas other than jazz, such as Baroque and Early 
Classical techniques of improvisat ion. 
 


