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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
IDS 100 – THEORY AND TECHNIQUES OF INTERIOR DESIGN (3 CR.)   

 
 
Course Description    

 
Introduces drafting and presentation, color theory, and coordination, space planning and arrangement of 
furnishings. Lecture 2 hours. Laboratory 3 hours. Total 5 hours per week 
. 
General Course Purpose 

 
The course is designed to introduce the student to the profession of interior design, including the different 
aspects of both residential and commercial projects. Students will gain knowledge of general design principles, 
color theory, materials selections, business principles and practices and space planning as they relate to 
residential and commercial design. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites 

 
None. 
  
Course Objectives 
 

 
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:  

a. Define interior design vs interior decoration. 

b. Explain the design process as it relates to an interior design project. 

c. Apply the principles and elements of design through exercises and projects. 

d. Utilize drawing skills to develop space plans and elevations. 

e. Recognize various types and sources of furnishings and interior materials and apply them correctly in design 
projects. 

f. Practice drawing and presentation techniques used in interior design. 

  

Major Topics to be Included 
 
a. Definition of Interior Design 
b. Business issues related to the interior design profession 
c. Drafting equipment 
d. Drawing floor plans 
e. Elements and principles of design 
f. Space planning 
g. Elevations 
h. Color theory 
i. Materials selections for interiors 
j. Lighting the interior 
k. Presentation techniques 
l. Design presentations 
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