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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
HRT 245 - WOODY PLANTS (3 CR.) 

 
 
Course Description 
 
Studies identification, culture, and uses of woody plants in landscaping, including deciduous and 
evergreen, native and cultivated trees, shrubs, vines and ground covers.  Teaches scientific and common 
names of plants.  Lecture 2 hours.  Laboratory 2 hours.  Total 4 hours per week. 
 
 
General Course Purpose 
 
This course is designed to provide the student with the principles of identification and culture of commonly 
grown woody ornamental plants. 
 
 
Course Prerequisites/Co-requisites 
 
Students should be able to read at the college level. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon completion of the course students should be able to correctly: 
 

• Identify a minimum of 120 woody ornamental plants according to genus, species, and common 
name. 

• List the general cultural preferences for these plants. 
• Select plants likely to successfully grow under diverse outdoor environmental conditions. 
• Use a key to identify an unknown plant. 
• Describe general cultural practices used to promote the health of woody plants. 

 
 
Major Topics to be Covered 
 

a. Plant classification and how to identify an unknown plant. 
b. Cultural requirements. 
c. Environmental preferences. 
d. Planting and transplanting. 
e. Plant form and its relation to plant use. 
f. Seasonal interest. 
g. Special uses of woody ornamentals. 
h. Identification, culture and uses of specific woody plants. 
i. Wholesale and retail nursery careers. 
 


