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NVCC COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
 

GOL 135 - FIELD GEOLOGY  (1 CR.) 
 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Invest igates geologic phenomena.  Includes act ivit ies such as observat ion of regional geology and 
landforms, collect ion of samples, and measurements and interpretat ion of geologic structures.  
Lecture 1 hour per w eek. 
 
GENERAL COURSE PURPOSE 
 
The course is intended to serve the needs of a college transfer student w ho is interested in 
pursuing a career in the natural or earth sciences.  Field experiences is an absolute necessity for an 
earth science student as most textbook descript ions and diagrams provide inadequate explanat ions 
or geologic materials, processes, and the methods of obtaining geological information. 
 
ENTRY LEVEL COMPETENCIES 
 
The student is assumed to have had a one-year introductory college course in earth or natural 
sciences. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Depending on the exact descript ion of the course, the student should be able to do one or more of 
the follow ing: 
 

A.  describe and understand the f ield relat ions of faulted and/or folded rocks. 
B.  measure a strat igraphic sect ion. 
C.  collect and ident ify fossils and date the strata in w hich they are found. 
D.  make a topographic and/or geologic map of an area. 
E.  explain how  to use a variety of geological surveying instruments. 
F.  reconstruct the geologic history of rocks exposed in any outcrop. 
G.  understand the formation and geologic evolut ion of coves. 

 
MAJOR TOPICS TO BE INCLUDED 
 
The course content w ill depend on the specif ic purpose of the course.  It  w ill be developed in order 
to implement one or more of the course object ives listed above. 
 


