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 NVCC COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
  
 FIN 248 - INTERNATIONAL FINANCE  (3 CR.) 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Exposes the student to the internat ional f inancial environment.  Focuses on the f inancial management 
of businesses operat ing in internat ional markets.  Includes topics such as importance of internat ional 
f inance, monetary systems, foreign exchange risk, and short -term and long-term f inancial market and 
how  to manage polit ical risk.  Lecture 3 hours per w eek. 
 
GENERAL COURSE PURPOSE 
 
FIN 248 is designed as a one semester course in internat ional f inance.  The purpose of the course is to 
familiarize the student w ith the challenges and problems associated w ith f inancing internat ional 
transact ions.  FIN 248 is a required course for students in the internat ional business specializat ion of 
the business management program and the career studies cert if icate in Internat ional Business.  It  may 
be chosen as an elect ive in other programs. 
 
ENTRY LEVEL COMPETENCIES 
 
Students should have an understanding of basic economics and f inancial management. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
 
Upon the successful complet ion of this course, the student should be able to: 
 

A. appreciate the importance of internat ional f inance 
B. understand the internat ional monetary system 
C. know  how  to manage foreign exchange risk 
D. understand the short-term f inancial markets 
E. understand the long-term f inancial markets 
F. know  how  to manage polit ical risk 
G. understand the f inancial management of ongoing internat ional operat ions 

 
MAJOR TOPICS TO BE COVERED 
 

A. The internat ional f inancial environment 
B. History of the internat ional monetary system 
C. Balances of payments 
D. The foreign exchange market  
E. The economics of SWAPS 
F. Internat ional banking 
G. Global equity markets 
H. Internat ional bond market  
I. Polit ical risk management 
J. Import/export f inancing 
K. Internat ional w orking capital management 

 
OPTIONAL TOPICS 
 

A. Futures and opt ions markets 
B. Direct foreign investments 
C. Tax factors in internat ional f inance 

 


