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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 

DNH 120 - MANAGEMENT OF EMERGENCIES (1 CR.) 

 

 

Course Description 

 

This course presents a study of the various medical emergencies and techniques for managing emergencies in 

the dental setting.  Additional practical applications and simulations of emergencies may be conducted to 

enhance basic knowledge from the lecture component.  Lecture 1 hours per week. 

 

General Course Purpose 

 

This course is designed to provide students with information on the signs, symptoms, treatment, and 

equipment that is necessary to render care for common emergencies that can occur in the dental office. 

 

Course Prerequisites/Corequisites 

 

None 

 

Course Objectives 

 

Upon completing the course, the student will be able to: 

 

➢ Discuss the role of the dental hygienist during an emergency in a dental office. 

➢ Describe office preparation and preventive measures for medical emergencies. 

➢ Discuss the importance of a thorough medical history when dealing with medical emergencies. 

➢ Describe the signs and symptoms of medical emergencies that can occur in the dental office. 

➢ Discuss other emergency considerations that can occur in the dental office. 

➢ Discuss the objectives, types of treatment, and complications for basic life support. 

➢ Discuss the management of dental emergencies. 

➢ Describe the signs and symptoms of dental emergencies that can occur in clinical practice. 

➢ Discuss the management of pediatric emergencies. 

 

Major Topics to be Included 

 

• Prevention and Preparation for Medical Emergencies 

• Vasodepressor Syncope 

• Postural Hypotension 

• Acute Adrenal Insufficiency 

• Airway Obstruction 

• Hyperventilation 

• Asthma 

• Cardiac Conditions 

• Acute Pulmonary Edema 

• Diabetes-Related Emergencies 

• Thyroid Disorders 

• Cerebrovascular Accidents 

• Seizure Disorders 

• Allergic Reactions 

• Dental Emergencies 

• Pediatric Emergencies 


