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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 
ADJ 289 - COMPARATIVE SYSTEMS OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE  (3 CR.) 

 
 

Course Description 
 
Surveys administrat ion of just ice in a variety of nat ions, comparing workings and results of dif ferent 
law  enforcement, judicial and correct ional components.  May include internat ional f ield trips.  
Lecture 3 hours per w eek. 
 
General Course Purpose 

 
The purpose of this course is to provide the student w ith an acquaintance to the philosophy and 
history of criminal just ice agencies of various nat ions and to permit an in-depth analysis and 
comparison w ith their American counterparts. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites 
 
None 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon complet ion of this course, the student w ill be able to: 
 

 Learn of various criminal just ice agencies w orldw ide 
 Provide an overview  of problems, jurisdict ions, career opportunit ies and training in selected 

criminal just ice agencies w orld w ide 
 
Major Topics To Be Included 
 

• Study and comparison of crimes 
• Study and comparison of current issues 

o Capital punishment 
o Penal systems and alternat ive sanct ions 
o Discriminat ion 
o Discret ionary pow ers 
o Percept ions, roles, object ives, training, etc. 

 
Extra Topics (Optional) 
 
Related topics at the discret ion of the instructor 


