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Start learning about/thinking about your post-graduation plans.

Explore local community and 4-year colleges to get an idea of offerings. 

 � Visit College websites & participate in college fairs offered in  
your area.

Engage in career exploration (complete career assessments, utilize your 
resources offered through your High School, or attend a NOVA Career 
Exploration session).
Make sure to look at all programs that interest you. 4-year degrees, 
2-year degrees, certificates, and technical degrees.
Feel free to browse NOVA’s offerings found https://admissions.nvcc.
edu/programs-courses.
Look into SAT/ACT test dates. Decide at which point during the year you 
want to take this test if doing so.

FALLDONE

WINTERDONE

Register for the SAT/ACT if you plan on taking it.

Look into test prep courses at your high school or local  
educational center.
Visit the College & Career Center at your High School to discuss  
post-High School options and future. 
Discuss Senior Class schedule with your High School Counselor. Pay 
special attention to your Senior Year math class. Students who are  
college-bound are encouraged to complete Algebra II level math in  
High School.
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Take the SAT/ACT if doing so.

Register and tour one, or a couple of your college choices (do so in 
person, or online).
Attend college information sessions/panels if they are offered at your 
high school.

Participate in college fairs offered in your area.

For all events hosted by NOVA, please check out our calendar 
located https://calendar.nvcc.edu/calendar.
Attend financial aid information sessions if they are offered at your 
high school.

Take tours of your college choices either in person, or online if offered.

You can learn more about each NOVA campus and take a virtual tour of 
each one, https://www.nvcc.edu/first-year-admission/videos.html.
If you took the SAT/ACT, review your scores to decide if you would like to 
retake the test.

� Please note that SAT/ACT are not required for admission to NOVA.

Read about the FAFSA on the https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/
faf-sa. Learn about different types of financial aid/support.

Begin gathering financial documents to complete the FAFSA.

 Participate in a career exploration (internship, externship, https://www.
nvcc.edu/systemic/camps.html, shadowing, or community service oppor-
tunities) activity.

SPRINGDONE

SUMMERDONE

https://www.nvcc.edu/first-year-admission/videos.html
https://www.nvcc.edu/systemic/camps.html
https://www.nvcc.edu/systemic/camps.html
https://calendar.nvcc.edu/calendar
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/faf-sa
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Make sure to fill out the FAFSA after it opens on October 1. 

Schedule a second SAT/ACT test time if you are planning to take the 
test again.
Begin your college applications. Participate in Virginia College Application 
Week (November).

The sooner you complete your application, the sooner you will hear back 
and can work on making your final decisions. 

You can apply to NOVA https://admissions.nvcc.edu/become-
student/apply-nova. 
Continue to attend high school and financial aid information 
sessions if your high school offers them.

Participate in college fairs offered in your area.

FALLDONE

WINTERDONE

Continue to attend high school and financial aid information sessions if 
your high school offers them. 
Take your second SAT test if planning to do so.

Complete any applications that you haven’t already. 

Take tours of any schools you haven’t seen, or wish to visit again. 

Ask if they offer classes for you to sit in on, or current students you can 
speak with. 
Ensure your FAFSA is complete and has been sent to all colleges you are 
applying to. 

Review your financial aid package once you receive it. 

Reach out to the school’s financial aid office with any questions you 
may have. 

you can do so If you’d like to reach out to NOVA’s financial aid office, 
https://www.nvcc.edu/financialaid/support/staff.html.

https://www.nvcc.edu/financialaid/support/staff.html
https://admissions.nvcc.edu/become-student/apply-nova
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t

Participate in college fairs offered in your area. 

Take any final tours and make your decision on where to attend! 

Congratulations, on taking your next step! 

Make sure to accept your financial aid package once it has 
been finalized.

Attend orientation at your school.

Meet with an advisor and then enroll in your summer or fall college 
courses! The enrollment date varies for colleges, so you may have to 
wait until summer to enroll.
You can find your advisor at NOVA located https://
admissions.nvcc.edu/become-student/additional-paths 
Registering for classes? You can view all class lists https://www.nvcc. 
edu/admissions/register.html 

Attend orientation at your college if you haven’t already.

Orientation at NOVA can be found https://www.nvcc.edu/orientation/  

Then meet with an https://www.nvcc.edu/advising/virtual/index.html 
and enroll in your fall college courses if you haven’t already. 

SPRINGDONE

SUMMERDONE

https://www.nvcc.edu/advising/virtual/index.html
https://www.nvcc.edu/admissions/register.html
https://admissions.nvcc.edu/become-student/additional-paths
https://www.nvcc.edu/orientation/
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