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MTH 151  Mathematics for the Liberal Arts			                                         Instructor:        S. Staudt
Office location:  Room 208 L	        				                                Office Phone: (703) 878-5621 
Office hours:  see page 7	            			                                                     E-mail:     sstaudt@nvcc.edu
Web page: http://www.nvcc.edu./home/sstaudt/			         

Prerequisite:  Satisfactory score on placement exam and MTH 003, MTH 004, and MTH 006, or the equivalent.  Students should be able to factor and solve equations.

Text:  Mathematical Ideas (Eleventh Edition Customized for NVCC ISBN # 978 0536922465) by Charles Miller, Vern E. Heeren and E. John Hornsby, Jr.  and   MY MATH LAB .  Bookstore cost for both   $173.65 (new)  Text $130.25 (used) and MY MATH LAB $79.80  .  Optional: Student Study Guide and Solution Manual  ISBN # 9780321369710  Bookstore cost  $37.15  

Course Compass Assignments (My Math Lab)    Most of the  homework will be done on line using  My Math Lab and the homework is  electronically graded.   The student must be prepared  to do these  assignments in the open computer lab on campus if he/she can not access the Internet assignments  from  a  home computer.  

Calculator:  Students are encouraged to use a scientific calculator for all computations.  You do not need an expensive graphing calculator.  Cell phones may not be used as calculators.

General Course Purpose:
	
	The general purpose of MTH 151 is to give the student an appreciation for the uses of mathematics in the contemporary world and to develop an ability to solve certain mathematical problems in a logical manner.  NOTE: MTH 151 does not prepare you for Pre-calculus (MTH 163 or MTH 166)

Course Description:

	MTH 151 covers the basic concepts and methods of mathematics, computer science and logic.  Topics include sets, numeration, logic, geometry, computer history, number theory, consumer math and problem solving. 

Course Objectives:

	As a result of the learning experiences in this course, the student should be able to:
· Perform operations on sets and Venn diagrams and solve problems utilizing set operations.
· Analyze a statement for logical structure and truth value.
· Discern the validity of arguments and proofs.
· Demonstrate the relationship between place values and number bases with applications to computers and the metric system.
· Distinguish between Euclidean geometry, non-Euclidean geometry, and topology, and illustrate applications of each.
· Identify arithmetic and  geometric sequences
· Learn selected topics in number theory
· Learn selected topics in consumer math(compound interest, credit cards, installment buying, mortgages)



Class Requirements: Three (3) credits earned.

	All students are responsible for all material covered in class whether they are present during the lectures or not.  Students who take vacation during the session or otherwise miss classes are responsible for catching up on all missed work.  The instructor will be available during scheduled office time to answer questions.  Individual lecture or tutor sessions will not be held to cover missed material.  Students that miss class should contact the instructor or another student in the class to find out what homework was assigned.  
	




	Students are expected to attend all classes, arrive on time, and stay until the end of class.  Attendance will be taken each class and records of attendance must be retained for 4 years in accordance with NVCC policy.  Students are required to sign the attendance sheet posted on the door. If a student forgets to sign the attendance sheet, he/she will be considered absent. 


	All students need a notebook and are expected to take notes in class.  Taking detailed, comprehensive notes is necessary.  Material not covered in the text will be covered during the lectures.  Similarly, there may be text material that is not covered in lectures.  As a minimum you should take down everything I write on the board.  What you may think is obvious during a lecture may not be so obvious when you do homework or study for exams.  The course curriculum is extensive.  Class time is not available to repeat lecture material.  In doing homework, students will be expected to apply the principles that they have learned to complex problem solving.  The textbook should be used as a resource.  You are expected to do all homework assigned.

	It is the student's responsibility to withdraw from a course.  However, if a student has not attended any classes during the first three weeks of the semester, he/she will be withdrawn from the course by the instructor.  Students may be withdrawn by the instructor for non-attendance other times during the semester.   If you do not attend a course and/or perform course work, you will fail the course (i.e., receive an "F") unless the course is dropped during the drop period in accordance with the requirements of the Northern Virginia Community College.  Students must properly drop courses in order to receive a "W" for Withdrawn.  The instructor will note your last day of attending classes and turn this in with your final grade (this affects Department of Veterans Affairs benefits).  The last day you may drop courses with tuition refund during the Fall  2009 semester is September 10, 2009.  Last day to withdraw without grade penalty or change to audit is November 2, 2009. 

	A grade of withdrawal “W” cannot be given after November 2, 2009 without extenuating circumstances and documentation.  Do not ask the instructor to make exceptions to the foregoing.

An incomplete grade (“I”) will be given only during the last week of the semester for verifiable, unavoidable circumstances.    If a student is given an incomplete, he/she must finish the course.      
    	

Classroom behavior and disruptions:	

	The amount of lecture time available and the amount of material that is expected to be covered in this course does not permit time for disruptive behavior or discipline.  Disruptive students will be asked to leave class.  Misbehavior and disruption will not be tolerated and will be handled in accordance with the requirements of Northern Virginia Community College, Woodbridge Campus.   Cell phones, blue tooth, beepers, pagers, I Pods and other personal music devices must not be used or visible during class.  Conversation among students disrupts class and therefore will not be allowed.   Students who disrupt class will be asked to leave.


Students with Disabilities:
	
	If you have a disability which has been diagnosed and documented and which may cause you to have problems with any part of this course, please see me as soon as possible so that suitable alternate arrangements may be made.


General Grading Policy:  Course grade computed on total of 600 points.
	
	Attendance:   A student can miss class for any reason a total of 3 times and  no points will be deducted from class average.  After 3 classes have been missed, 6 points will  be deducted from student’s total points  each time you miss a class .   If you forget to sign the roster you will be counted as absent.  If you arrive late or leave early it will be recorded as ½ class absence. Once you have missed 6 classes, you will be dropped from the class.  If 6 absences occur after Nov. 2, you will receive a grade of F for the course.

	Homework(11.7%) 70 points out of 600—Most all homework will be done on the computer using MML.  Your homework is automatically scored and you can use the helps or videos when you have difficulty.  If you get a problem incorrect, you can ask for a similar problem to improve your grade.  Homework should be completed by the date indicated on –line.  However, to improve your homework grade, you can correct problems any time during the semester.  All corrections must be done by Dec. 8, 2009.








	Quizzes (16.7%) 100 points out of 600 -- There will be several announced  quizzes worth 10 points each.  The quiz "average" will be calculated as follows:  Missed quizzes will be recorded as a zero.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped.  Remaining quiz grades will be averaged and the average multiplied by 10 to calculate the quiz part of your course grade.  In calculating the semester grade, the quiz "average" will count the same as one exam.   Quizzes will be short and cover the previous lecture material. Quizzes may not be made up for any reason.

	Exams (50%) 300 points out of 600--There will be three exams (each worth 100 points)

	Final Exam (21.6 %) 130 points out of 600--The final is comprehensive and is worth 130  points.  Students are expected to take the exams  and Final exam on the scheduled dates.  Failure to attend class on a scheduled exam date without prior coordination with the instructor will result in a zero exam score.   Make-up exams will be given at the discretion of the instructor for a verifiable reason only if consultation with the instructor has occurred prior to the scheduled exam.  It is the responsibility of the student to provide documentation of why the exam could not be taken at the time it was originally scheduled.  All make-up exams must be completed before the graded exams are returned to the class.  Exams are usually returned the class following the day  they were given.  Review questions will be assigned before each exam and the final exam. 

	Course Grade:  Your grade will be determined by adding three exam grades (maximum 300 points ),homework score(maximum 70 points), quiz score (maximum 100 points) final exam grade score (maximum  130 points) and subtracting points for absences.   The total maximum points  equals 600.  
	Depending on your total points from  homework, quizzes, exams and final exam you will receive a grade of:

		A = 90% - 100% (minimum of 540 points)
		B = 80% - 89%  (480-539 points)
		C = 70% - 79%  (420-479 points)
		D = 60% - 69%  (360-419 points)
		F = less than 60% (less than 360  points )
		I = Incomplete  ("Incomplete" will be given only during last week of classes  for verifiable , unavoidable 
                                                                 circumstances.)
		W = Withdrawn  (The last day to withdraw without grade penalty 
					is November 2, 2009)

A. B. C, and D are passing grades.  F means that the student has failed the course.  Grades of A, B, or C will generally transfer.  Grades of  D or F will not.

Be sure to save all graded papers when they are returned to you.



Bonus Point:  At the instructor's discretion, 6 points or 1 percentage point may be added to a student's grade if the student has missed less than 3 classes and has turned in all homework assignments.


Tutoring/Extra help:  

	Your instructor is available to answer questions during office hours.  In the Math/Writing Center
( Room 328 ) you may receive individual help from a math instructor or peer tutors. Not all math tutors can tutor MTH 151 students.  The instructor will inform you of times/days when a tutor is available to help you. Math 151/152 videos can be viewed in the center or in the LRC.  

	
 Instructor not present for class or  college is closed/delayed opening

	In the event your instructor does not show up for a class, you must wait 15 minutes before leaving. If a notice has not been posted in the classroom, please check with the division office (Room 208) before leaving to see if instructor has left a message for students.  Students should do the next  assignment from the syllabus.
	If the college is closed due to inclement weather, students should do the next assignment.  If there is a delayed opening, class will be held if 45 minutes of class remains.  Closing announcements appear on the NVCC web site.








Cheating :

	Academic dishonesty cannot be condoned.  When such misconduct is established as having occurred, it subjects you to possible disciplinary actions ranging from admonition to dismissal, along with a zero score  for the test, test corrections, quiz, or  take-home graded work.

	Academic dishonesty includes:
1. Cheating on an exam or quiz, including the giving, receiving or soliciting of information and the unauthorized use of notes or other materials during the exam or quiz.
2. Collusion with another person on tests, test corrections, quizzes or take-home assignments submitted for credit unless such collaboration has been approved by the instructor.  This means you may not ask the math center tutors to do test/quiz problems for you.  You may ask for help with a similar type problem.  



Contacting the instructor or student	

	If you call the office 703-878-5621 to leave a message or e-mail the instructor (sstaudt@nvcc.edu)   give your name, course you are taking, days the class meets and your phone number or e-mail address.  The instructor can reply by e-mail with grade information using only your NOVA e-mail address.
	Students should regularly check their NVCC e-mail for announcements from  instructors.  If your mailbox is full it will be returned to sender.  If you send an e-mail to the instructor concerning making up a test and do not receive a reply within 24 hours, resend the e-mail and follow with a phone call or voice message.
	

Student pick up box

	The instructor may leave handouts or graded papers for you to pick up in the student pick up box –the box is located on the table to the right of the door of Room 208.  If you are turning in a paper to the instructor ask the office assistant to put it in the instructor’s mail box.  Do not leave papers in the folder on door of 208 L.

Folder on door of Room 208 L
	Instructor’s office door has a folder for each course.   If you miss class and a paper is handed out, you can get it from this folder.  Do not put assignments/take-home tests/other papers in this folder.


	Final Exam : 	Thursday December 17, 2009                              8:00-9:50 AM	            
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