MTH 163-071 N Pre-Calculus Course Outline Fall 2011 / Mr. Chatterjee

NOTE:  All my lectures and assignments, and assessments, will be based on the following assumption:
· That you have enough time to study for the course
· That you have enough motivation to study for the course
· That you have studied (not just read) the sections on your text and my notes being discussed in class, and only then you have tried all assigned problems.  

CLASS TIME / LOCATION:
	Class meets once-a-week on Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. in Room CT 334; 
September 10th, 2011 – December 17th 2011.

TEXT / COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Precalculus – Enhanced with graphing utilities  5th Edition by Sullivan and Sullivan, Pearson-Prentice Hall 2009.  
The course is designed to provide rigor in college algebra, analytic geometry, algebraic, exponential, and logarithmic functions.  A TI-83/84 graphics calculator is required.  Note:  TI-89s are not allowed in the Calculus sequence at the Annandale campus of NVCC.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. Solve problems involving equations, inequalities, and systems of equations
1. Operate on functions (addition, multiplication, composition, and inverses)
1. Graph linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic functions
1. Graph conic sections
1. Factor polynomials and find zeros of polynomials
6.    Use a graphing utility as an aid in problem solving
7.  Model and problem solve using algebraic techniques

PREREQUISITES:
	A satisfactory score on appropriate placement exam and MTH 003, 004, and 006 or equivalent

Important Dates:  
	Holidays:  Labor Day  Sept.5th
		     Fall Break  Oct. 10th – 11th
		     Thanksgiving  Nov. 23rd – 27th
	Final Exam:  Friday December 16th.  10:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.







INSTRUCTOR:
	email:  schatterjee@nvcc.edu		Phone:  703-323-3211

Office hours: Monday:   2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  in CT 336C (Walk-in for any course);	 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Study session for MTH 291 only in CM 311.	
	         Wednesday:  2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  in CT 336C (Walk-in for any course);	 
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Study session for MTH 151 and/or MTH 152 only in CM 311.	
Tues & Thursday:  9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.. – 2:00 p.m. in CT 336C (Walk-in for any course)
	Friday  :  12 noon – 1:00 p.m. in CT 336C by prior appointment only.  	

I will maintain a blog on Blackboard.  I will update this blog each day after class.  You will find a brief synopsis of our activities in class, what topics were discussed, and any assignments I have given.  Quizzes and tests will be announced here as well.  If you were not in class, it is YOUR responsibility to read this blog and find out what we have done. You will find these blogs under the “Announcement” section of Bb.  Students will be asked to participate in Bb discussion on topics, periodically.  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
	Tutoring center:  		CG 4th floor		Ph: 703-323-3139
				Videos, Software, on-line resources, etc.

	
GRADING:
There will be four 100-point tests.  Solutions to the test will be handed out or uploaded on Bb.  I will drop the lowest (or missed) test.  There will be no provisions for a missed test or quiz.  A 200 point final comprehensive test will be administered on the last day of class.  Doing homework is an essential and integral part of the algebra course.  You will have weekly Homework Quizzes.   You are encouraged to ask for help BEFORE Saturday either by email or by meeting personally during my office hours.  Additionally, you should expect unannounced quizzes.  These quizzes may be individual or group/partner quizzes.   Depending on time, you may have a take-home project which will count as quiz grades.  Grades will be averaged out of total points as such: 100% - 90% = A, 89 – 80% = B, 79 – 70% = C, 69 – 60% = D, below 60% = F.
In the event that class is cancelled on a test date, the proposed test will take place the next class time.  Using unfair means on a test will directly result in a zero on the test and further disciplinary actions will be taken as per the Dean of Students Office.  All students will record their own grades and calculate the averages through the semester.  At any point of time during the semester and the final letter grade, is calculated as  (after dropping lowest or missed test)   






ATTENDANCE:
A satisfactory and successful completion of a course, especially in Mathematics, will require a stellar attendance record. Students are expected to attend all classes, arrive on time, and stay until the end of each class.  Any student who is absent for more than 5 classes will receive a failing grade (F) for the course.  Two late arrivals will result in one absence.   It is the responsibility of the student to keep tally of his / her own absences and tardies.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:
If you have a disability which has been diagnosed and documented and you feel you will it may hinder your comprehension, assessment, or achievement in the course please schedule a meeting with your counselor so that proper and adequate arrangements may be put in place.

EMERGENCY EVACUATIONS:
In case of emergency, please follow the emergency procedures as posted in the classroom.
	

THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:
In order for an institution of higher learning, such as, NVCC Annandale to function and fulfill its purpose in society, the Annandale Campus Council have established the following expectations for the campus community:
1. That all backgrounds and cultures be respected
1. That a free and civil exchange of ideas take place, so everyone in class feels welcome to participate.
1. That members of the class arrive on time, leave the class only on brakes or in case of emergency, and leave all classrooms and college property in good condition
1. That distractions be kept to a minimum.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are turned off in class.  Laptop computers to be turned-off during my classes.  Students remain seated throughout the class and refrain from talking with classmates while another class member or the instructor has the floor.  
1. That each student submit his / her own work
1. That consideration be given to classes in adjoining areas.

1. LAST DATE TO OFFICIALLY WITHDRAW WITH TUITION REFUND, OR CHANGE TO AUDIT  (CENSUS DATE):   SEPT. 20TH, 2011
1. If you choose to withdraw it is your responsibility to follow the official guidelines for submitting necessary paperwork within deadline. 
1. 








SECTIONS TO BE COVERED:

(Homework assignments:  selected ODD and EVEN numbered questions)

Chapter 				Sections		Tentative time table			

	A			1, 9, 3, 4, 5, and 6				
(Algebra topics review)			(Selected topics only)		

1.                                2 – 5
( Intercepts, zeros, symmetry, linear functions, circles)
__________________________________________________Test #1_______________                       
2			1 – 6				
(Functions, graphs, models)
	3			1, 2
(Linear functions properties and models, linear regression)
________________________________________	__________Test #2 ______________	
3			3 - 5				
(Quadratic functions and inequalities)
	4			1, 2, 3, 4
(Polynomial and rational functions, and inequalities)
__________________________________ ______________   Test #3 ______________
4			5 – 6				 (Real and complex zeros)
	5			2 – 6
(Inverses, Exponential and logarithmic functions, properties, equations, and models)
_____________________________________________ _____Test #4 _______________

Topics from chap 5	
									
		11			1 – 4
	(Solving 2X2 systems of linear equations through matrices and determinants; matrix algebra)
Optional topics	10			1-4
(Conic sections)
LEFTOVERS AND REVIEW							

________________________________________________________________________________
Last day of class and Final Exam: Saturday December 17th 9:30 a.m. – 11:20 p.m.
There are NO provisions to take the finals on any other date than the above mentioned.
____________________________________________________________________


This syllabus is a tentative plan for the above course, changes may be implemented as and when deemed necessary by the instructor.  Any student who remains enrolled in this course accepts the policies and procedures in this syllabus and the responsibilities delineated therein.  


