[bookmark: _GoBack]Syllabus:  College Chemistry I – CHM 111 01:   Spring 2012
Class Meets:  M, W 9:30 – 10:45 Room 345.
Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria Campus
This syllabus is subject to change.

Instructor: Dr. Katherine Burton      Office: Room 352, Bisdorf Building	  Phone: 703-845-6505	Email: kburton@nvcc.edu

Office Hours: MR 11:00 – noon, T and W:  11 – 2:00pm	
My web page is:  www.nvcc.edu/home/kburton
Text:  Tro:  “Principles of  Chemistry: A Molecular Approach”    
All Course Material will be on Blackboard.  If the College closes, please go to the Blackboard page for information.
Lab Manual:  “Chemistry  111 Laboratory Manual”, (Available on-line)

Tentative schedule:
	Week of
	Lecture Schedule
	Lab Schedule (all CHM 111 Labs)

	9-Jan
	Chapter 1, Q1
	No Lab

	16-Jan
	No class on Monday.  Chapter 1,  Q2
	Assign Math Review

	23-Jan
	Chapter 2, Q3
	Safety, Math Review Due

	30-Jan
	Chapter 3, Q4
	Measurements

	6-Feb
	Exam 1, Chapter 4
	Physical Separations

	13-Feb
	Chapter 4, Q5
	Chemical Nomenclature

	20-Feb
	Chapter 5, Q6
	Empirical Formula

	27-Feb
	Chapter 6, Q7
	Unlabeled Bottles

	5-Mar
	Spring Break
	No Lab

	12-Mar
	Exam 2, Chapter 6
	Vinegar

	19-Mar
	Chapter 7, Q8
	Redox

	26-Mar
	Chapter 7, Q9
	Molar Volume

	2-Apr
	Chapter 8, Q10
	No Lab

	9-Apr
	Chapter 9, Q11
	Enthalpy

	16-Apr
	Exam 3, Chapter 9
	Lewis

	23-Apr
	Chapter 10, Q12
	Lewis

	30 April
	Final  (Probably Monday May 7:
 8 – 10:45 am)
	NO LABS



Course Description: This is the first half in the two semester College chemistry series. The goal of this course is to become aware of the fundamental concepts in and have a general understanding of chemistry. The emphasis will also be on problem solving and critical thinking skills. The topics that will be covered in this class include: Chemical Foundations; Atoms; Atomic Structure and Periodicity; Bonding; Molecules and Ions; Gases; Stoichiometry; Chemical Reactions; Thermochemistry. 

Ground Rules: 
Try to be on time. If you happen to be late to class, please enter the classroom without causing any disturbance. In case you have to leave early, you may do so quietly. Please turn off all electronic equipment (like ipods, laptops, cell phones/pagers etc) when in class. You may leave the cell phone/pager on vibrate mode if you are expecting an important phone call and attend the call by excusing yourself quietly. Please do not disrupt the class in any way. I reserve the right to ask you to leave the room if I decide that you are a distraction to others in the class. A command of basic algebra is assumed.  You must have a calculator that gets you into scientific notation, logarithms, and inverse logs. I recommend the TI 30X A 

To succeed in this course, you should work on the assignments and read/review the material on a regular basis. Once a chapter has been completed in class, go back and read the lecture notes and the text book. The key is to review the material on a regular basis.
If at any point you feel lost in the course, please see me as soon as possible. I encourage you to stop by my office during office hours (or a mutually decided convenient time) or go to the tutoring session.  Do not wait until the last minute to get help. 
Criteria for evaluation:

Exams:  3 exams  (100 points each) will be given.  There are no make-up exams.  If an exam is missed, it will be replaced with the % from the Final.

Homework (extra credit):  Homework (or worksheets available from Blackboard) will also be assigned be assigned out of Tro and collected on the day of the exam.  Homework is extra credit.  The Homework assignment is available on Blackboard.

Quizzes:  12 ten point Quizzes will be given.  The lowest 2 quizzes will be dropped.  There will be no quiz make-ups.

Final exam: (150 points) The closed book comprehensive final examination will consist of all the material covered in the class and is mandatory.  This final exam will be administered during the final exam week. 
If your percentage on the final exam is higher than your lowest exam score, then it will replace your lowest exam score. 

Lab Grades: Your Lab grade counts as 25% (175 points) of your final course grade and will be assigned by your laboratory instructor. Your laboratory instructor will provide you details regarding your lab grade.

Grading scale:
Exams:  300 points	Quizzes:  100 points	Final   150 points		Lab  175 points		Extra Credit  ??
Total 725 points.
Grade assignment:  	A: ≥ 653 points.	 B: 580 – 652 points 	C: 508 – 579 points     D: 435 – 507 points 	F  ≤ 434 points

There will be no formal ‘curving’ of the grades. However, I reserve the right to alter (up) the above grade assignment to reflect student/ class achievement more accurately and fairly. Please remember that grades represent the accumulation of performance during the semester, not your potential as a person or a student.  Grades are nonnegotiable.  

Missed exams/quizzes:  There will be no makeup exams. A missed exam will be considered as the lowest one. The lowest exam will be replaced by the final exam score. 

Attendance: 
Regular attendance in the lecture is expected and required.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for the material covered during that class.

Academic Honesty: 
Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  Any attempt to give or receive information (Cheating) on an Exam or Lab will result in an immediate zero for that work that cannot be dropped.  This includes looking at another student's exam or having any type of notes on your desk or person during an exam.  Providing information to another student during an exam or lab is also cheating and will result in both of you getting zeros. A second attempt at cheating will result in an automatic F for the course.

Testing Procedures: 

Your cell phone must be turned off (vibrate is not ok) before the exam begins. If your cell phone is visible or you are caught looking at your cell phone at any time during a test, it will be assumed that you are cheating. Your test will be taken away and you will get a zero. 
All bags, bulky jackets and papers must be placed either under the chair or in the front of the room before you begin the exam.  Take out extra pens, tissues, and anything else you might need before beginning your exam.  You will not be allowed to access in your bag during the test. You may not leave the room once the exam has started. If you leave the room after the exam has started, I will assume that you have finished the exam and take it away. You must have your own calculator. If you have a graphing calculator, I may ask you to clear the memory before exams. I reserve the right to assign you a seat or move your seat in the middle of an exam.

Miscellaneous information
Last Day to Drop with Tuition Refund or change to an audit– January 26
Last Day to withdraw from the course without grade penalty- March 23

Any student who thinks he/she may need an accommodation based on a disability should make an appointment to see a counselor for disability services. You must provide a memorandum of accommodation which can be obtained from the Counselor for Disability Services, Room 194 Bisdorf building. Tel No: (703) 845- 1840
Note: This syllabus is meant to provide an outline for the course. Specifics are subject to change with prior notification.
