Course:	English 112
Day:		Monday/Thursday
Instructor:	Cinder Cooper
Office:		Reynolds 136
Phone:		(703) 948-7704
Email:		cicooper@nvcc.edu



Important Administrative Notes:  
1.   Please make sure you have paid for the course right away.  After a period of days, NovaConnect will boot you from this course if your payment is not resolved!
2.      In addition because NovaConnect, our new online registration database, allows some students to sign up for incorrect courses, it is possible you have incorrectly signed up for this course.  The prerequisites for this course are one of the following:  a) placement in the course as a result of your Compass tests, b) successful completion of the ESL program including 017 or c) successful completion of English 05.  
3.      As a result I may ask some students to provide written proof that they should be in this course.
Required Text:
Bring a copy of relevant texts to each class: Elizabeth McMahan, Susan X Day, and Robert Funk’s Literature and the Writing Process 8th Edition.
 
MLA Format:
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and submitted with the entirety of the writing process included.  In addition, all essays must be written in MLA format with proper MLA documentation.  Essays not in the proper format will need to be redone.  I will not accept or read e-mailed assignments.  I must have a printed copy so that I can line-edit your assignments.

 
Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability please come see me during the first three weeks of the semester.  Only documented disabilities will be acknowledged.  
 

COURSE GUIDELINES AND POLICIES
· Essays are penalized 10 points per day late and will not be accepted after it is more than a week late.
· Essays must meet word count requirements or will be penalized 10 points per 20 words short.
· All components of the writing process must be turned in on their respective due dates to receive credit.
· Late homework/rough drafts will not receive credit.
· Quizzes cannot be made up.
· Attendance counts for 5% of your grade. You are allowed four absences; after the fourth absence, you will receive a zero for attendance.
· Attendance sheets are passed around at the beginning of class, if you do not sign the attendance sheet, you are considered absent. It is your responsibility to sign each session’s attendance sheet.
· You may withdraw from a course within the first 60% of a session without academic penalty, and you will receive a grade of W. You may withdraw from a course through NovaConnect Web/Telephone or by completing a withdrawal initiated by the student form and submitting it to the Student Cervices Center.
· Plagiarism will result in a zero for the course.

CLASS CONDUCT
· Please be punctual to all classes because arriving late disrupts the learning process.
· Please plan to stay for the duration of the class because leaving early also disrupts the learning process.
· Please keep all cell phones turned off during class because ringing cell phones disrupt the learning process.
· Please be courteous to all classmates because being disrespectful….

Grading Guidelines

The A essay (90-100) will be a unified, coherent, superiorly written essay. 

The essay will contain an introduction that engages and introduces the reader to the subject matter in a logical manner. The essay will also contain an explicitly stated thesis (limited topic + a well-grounded assertion about the topic) that is appropriate for the writing mode. 

 The A paper will be creative, perceptive, original, and seamlessly tied together. The essay’s thesis will be well supported with concrete, relevant details and examples. Each body paragraph will have a main idea that will support the thesis and offer fresh insight into the topic. Paragraphs will move gracefully from one to another. 

The A paper will be proofread and edited. It will contain language that is appropriate and precise, sentences that are grammatically correct, and spelling and punctuation use that is accurate.  The A essay will be appropriately documented and meet all the criteria set be the instructor.

The B essay (80-89) will be a unified, coherent, well written essay that is above average. It will have many of the same characteristics as the A essay. The B essay contains few grammatical, spelling, and syntactical errors and may not have the same level of depth or perceptiveness as the A essay. The B essay more than adequately meets the criteria of the assignment.

The C essay (70-79) will have lapses in the execution of the at least one major component of the essay. The C essay will contain spelling, syntactical, and grammatical errors while also superficially discussing the topic and meeting the criteria for the assignment. 

The D/F essay (60-) will have major lapses in the execution of several components of the essay. Major spelling, syntactical, and grammatical errors occur while also inadequately discussing the topic and failing to meet the criteria for the assignment

****Grammatical errors (4 points deducted for each occurrence)
****Spelling, usage and punctuation errors (2 points deducted for each occurrence)


Week 1 	(January 11/14)
Introduction to the course; 

Readings: Literature and the Writing Process, Chapters 1-3.

Week 2 	(January 18/21)
MLK DAY—No class

Readings: Literature and the Writing Process, pps. 99-114, 118-127, 

Week 3	(January 25/28)
Readings: Literature and the Writing Process, pps. 138-162

Readings: Literature and the Writing Process, pps. 169-185

Week 4	(February 1/4)
Short Story Rough Draft Due: Select a short story from the text, and analyze the dominant literary element in the work. Demonstrate how that element helps to develop the theme –insight into the human condition. Do not use any work that we have talked about in class, as this analysis should be informed by your own insights and not ours. Use proper MLA format and essay structure. Make sure you have an engaging introduction and a clearly stated thesis, utilize a literary element and theme, include support from the text and a work cited page.


Final Draft of Short Story Argument due (800-1000 words, Feb. 4); discussion literary comparisons “Geraldo No Last Name”

Week 5	(February 8/11)
Read pps. 294-305

Read pps. 206-217

Week 6	(February 15/18) 
Independent Work day

Short Story Comparison Rough Draft Due: Compare a character or theme from any story in the text to another literary figure, a contemporary figure in popular culture or politics, or a cultural phenomena. Use proper MLA format and essay structure. Make sure you have an engaging introduction and a clearly stated thesis, include support from the text and one outside source, and a works cited page.


Week 7	(February 22/25)
Short Story Comparison Final Draft Due (800-1000 words, Feb. 22); Introduction to poetic terms

Selected Poems from the anthology

Week 8	(March 1/4)
Selected poems from the anthology 

TBA

Week 9	(March 8/11)
Spring Break

Week 10	(March 15/18)
Rough Draft Due Select a poem from the text or an approved substitute, and analyze at least one poetic element in the work or offer an explication of the entire poem. Demonstrate how the element(s) help(s) to develop the theme –insight into the human condition. Do not use any work that we have talked about in class, as this analysis should be informed by your own insights and not ours. Use proper MLA format and essay structure. Make sure you have an engaging introduction and a clearly stated thesis, utilize a at least one poetic element and theme, include support from the text and a work cited page.

Final Draft of Poetry Argument due (800-1000 words, March 18); Discussion Poetry Comparison (visual art)


Week 11	(March 22/25)
Discussion Poetry Comparison (music/current event)

Poetry Comparison Rough Draft Due: Compare the theme or use of poetic devices of a poem to another poem, artistic expression in another medium (either visual art, music, short story, essay, speech, etc.), or some cultural phenomena.  

Week 12	(March 29/April 1)
Poetry Comparison Final Draft Due (800-1000 words) Introduction to drama/Research

Introduction to drama/Research (cont.); Read Fences (788-834)

Week 13	(April 5/8)
Read Fences (788-834)

Drama (TBA)

Week 14	(April 12/15)
Drama (TBA)

Drama (TBA)

Week 15	(April 19/22)
Film (TBA)

Film (TBA)

Week 16	(April 26/29)
Research Day  (Apr. 26)

Research Paper Rough Draft Due; Select a work from the drama and film unit and discuss the theme –the insight into the human condition—to show how the work critiques some aspect of the society (time period) in which it was created. 
Integrate at least five sources that support your interpretation. If the research you find does not support your interpretation, argue against the mainstream analysis and prove how yours has merit. 

Week 17	(May /3) Finals Week
Final Draft Research Paper Due

Breakdown of Grades
Participation and quizzes		10%
Rough Drafts				10%
Short Story Essay			15%
Short Story Comparison		15%
Poetry Essay				15%
Poetry Comparison			15%
Drama/Film Research Essay		20%

