Course:	English 111-9/009
Day:		Tuesday/Thursday
Instructor:	Cinder Cooper
Office:		Reynolds 136
Phone:		(703) 948-7704
Email:		cicooper@nvcc.edu
Website: 	www.nvcc.edu/home/cicooper

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course constitutes the first semester of the Freshman English sequence, focused on expository writing ranging from single paragraphs to essays of some length and complexity. Content will include study of rhetorical and linguistic structures, argumentation, and an introduction to library skills and formal methods of documentation. 
English 111 and 009 is a six-credit course designed to help you develop and improve your writing skills. Through systematic practice you will learn the craft of presenting rhetorical strategies in effective composition. 
There will be a special emphasis on reading for understanding, analysis, and critical thinking throughout the Course and you will use these skills to develop your essays.  All the reading and writing in this course will be based on and related to the newspaper, The New York Times.  (We will use both the print and online versions.)  Therefore, you must begin subscribing to this as soon as possible.  
Aside from participating in reading, writing, and analysis exercises, you will write five main essays which will be organized around five rhetorical strategies: description, analysis, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and argumentation/persuasive.  While all five will use material from The New York Times, the latter will also include other sources of research. Hence, the last essay will be a research essay. 
Democracy and scholarship are both strengthened by healthy debate. ENG 111/009 will help you to analyze complex ideas, form your own opinions, and then express and defend them in writing. Hence a substantial portion of the class time will be spent on discussing ideas to start you on thinking critically. With these abilities, and the knowledge you gain in your other courses, you will be capable of taking part in literate discussions of issues in your field of study and in society at large.




GENERAL COURSE PURPOSE 
A. To develop the student’s ability to write clear expository prose and, for this purpose, to provide the student extensive practice in writing assignments of varying lengths, totaling a minimum of approximately 3,500 words 
B. To develop the student’s ability to read with an understanding of meaning and structure 
C. To encourage the student to think logically and independently and to express ideas and opinions with force and clarity 
D. To develop the student’s ability to investigate and to write about the ideas and argumentative strategies of others 
E. To develop the student’s familiarity with diction, usage and syntax, and to strengthen vocabulary 
F. To develop the student's ability to use word processing to produce final drafts of required writing assignments 
G. To develop the student's ability to use networked information resources to support research and writing 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
A. write expository prose which develops a clear central idea with appropriate organization and relevant specific evidence 
B. demonstrate proficiency in the structural elements of expository writing (e.g. paragraph development, coherence and unity, the writing process 
C. demonstrate the ability to defend a debatable viewpoint in essay form 
D. write prose relatively free from mechanical and grammatical errors, and free from stylistic problems which interfere with effective communication 
E. complete assignments which may include notetaking, paraphrasing, and summarizing, the student will demonstrate the ability to read with understanding of meaning and structure 
F. demonstrate library skills and familiarity with formal MLA documentation in a short research paper 
Important Administrative Notes:  
1.   Please make sure you have paid for the course right away.  After a period of days, NovaConnect will boot you from this course if your payment is not resolved!
2.      In addition because NovaConnect, our new online registration database, allows some students to sign up for incorrect courses, it is possible you have incorrectly signed up for this course.  The prerequisites for this course are one of the following:  a) placement in the course as a result of your Compass tests, b) successful completion of the ESL program including 017 or c) successful completion of English 05.  
3.      As a result I may ask some students to provide written proof that they should be in this course.
Important Note:
Bring a copy of relevant texts to each class: Diana Hacker’s Rules For Writers and The  NYTimes.
 
MLA Format:
All papers must be typed, double-spaced, and submitted with the entirety of the writing process included.  In addition, all essays must be written in MLA format with proper MLA documentation.  Essays not in the proper format will need to be redone.  I will not accept or read e-mailed assignments. 
 
Attendance:
 If you miss more than four classes you will receive a zero for participation. I do not make distinctions between excused and unexcused absences; either you are here or you are not.  I do not give incompletes or withdrawals in my classes. If you decide to drop, you are responsible for completing the necessary paperwork.  The last day to withdraw without grade penalty is March 26, 2010.
 
Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability please come see me during the first three weeks of the semester.  Only documented disabilities will be acknowledged.  
 
COURSE GUIDELINES AND POLICIES
· Essays are penalized 10 points per day late.
· Essays must meet word count requirements or will be penalized five points per 20 words short.
· All components of the writing process must be turned in on their respective due dates to receive credit.
· Late homework/rough drafts will not receive credit.
· Quizzes cannot be made up.
· Missing more than four (4) classes will result in a zero for attendance/participation.
· Attendance sheets are passed around at the beginning of class, if you do not sign the attendance sheet, you are considered absent. It is your responsibility to sign each session’s attendance sheet.
· You may withdraw from a course within the first 60% of a session without academic penalty, and you will receive a grade of W. You may withdraw from a course through NovaConnect Web/Telephone or by completing a withdrawal initiated by the student form and submitting it to the Student Services Center.
· Plagiarism will result in a zero for the course.



CLASS CONDUCT
· Please be punctual to all classes because arriving late disrupts the learning process.
· Please plan to stay for the duration of the class because leaving early also disrupts the learning process.
· Please keep all cell phones turned off during class because ringing cell phones disrupt the learning process.
· Please be courteous to all classmates because being disrespectful….


Grading Guidelines

The A essay (90-100) will be a unified, coherent, superiorly written essay. 

The essay will contain an introduction that engages and introduces the reader to the subject matter in a logical manner. The essay will also contain an explicitly stated thesis (limited topic + a well-grounded assertion about the topic) that is appropriate for the writing mode. 

 The A paper will be creative, perceptive, original, and seamlessly tied together. The essay’s thesis will be well supported with concrete, relevant details and examples. Each body paragraph will have a main idea that will support the thesis and offer fresh insight into the topic. Paragraphs will move gracefully from one to another. 

The A paper will be proofread and edited. It will contain language that is appropriate and precise, sentences that are grammatically correct, and spelling and punctuation use that is accurate.  The A essay will be appropriately documented and meet all the criteria set by the instructor.

The B essay (80-89) will be a unified, coherent, well written essay that is above average. It will have many of the same characteristics as the A essay. The B essay contains few grammatical, spelling, and syntactical errors and may not have the same level of depth or perceptiveness as the A essay. The B essay more than adequately meets the criteria of the assignment.

The C essay (70-79) will have lapses in the execution of at least one major component of the essay. The C essay will contain spelling, syntactical, and grammatical errors while also superficially discussing the topic and meeting the criteria for the assignment. 

The D/F essay (60-) will have major lapses in the execution of several components of the essay. Major spelling, syntactical, and grammatical errors occur while also inadequately discussing the topic and failing to meet the criteria for the assignment.

****Grammatical errors (4 points deducted for each occurrence)
****Spelling, usage and punctuation errors (2 points deducted for each occurrence)



Week 1 	 (January 12/14)
Day 1:		Introduction to the course 
		Orientation to the computer lab; Writing Diagnostic

Day 2:		The Reading/Writing Process:
		Writing Exercises (lab)

Week 2 	 (January 19/21)
Day 1:		The Reading/Writing Process Cont.
		Different types of Writing


Day 2:		Discussion of Critical Reading of Sources
		Discussion of The NY Times


Week 3	(January 26/28)
Day 1:		Discussion of Description/Critiques and Reviews
		(Video Clips) Brainstorming and developing ideas


Day 2:		Discussion of Description 
		Typed Rough Draft Due for Assessment
		Individual peer assessment (lab)


Week 4	(February 2/4)
Day 1:		Final draft of Descriptive essay due (800-1000 words) 
		Reflection  (introduction to Summary and Paraphrase)
		Analysis and Summary exercise (NYTimes)


Day 2:		Summary Paraphrase and MLA
		MLA exercise



Week 5	(February 9/11)
Day 1:		Discussion of Comparison Contrast
Developing Ideas

Day 2: 	Discussion of Comparison Contrast
	Developing Ideas/Writing Exercise (lab)

Week 6	(February 16/18) 
Day 1:	Comparison/Contrast Discussion 
	Rough Draft Due for group assessment

Day 2:	Final Draft of Comparison/Contrast Due (800-1000 words); Reflection. Cause and Effect Discussion
Generating ideas/writing/grammar (lab)

	
Week 7	(February 23/25)
Day 1: 	Cause and Effect
		Developing ideas/grammar (lab)
		***First Set of Summaries Due

Day 2:	TBA (Independent Work)

Week 8	(March2/4)
Day 1:	Cause and Effect Discussion;

Day 2:		Cause/Effect Discussion
Generating ideas/writing/grammar (lab)


Week 9	(March 10/12)
	Spring Break

Week 10	(March 16/18)
Day1:		Cause and Effect drafts due for group assessment
		Drafts due for individual peer assessment (lab)

Day 2:	Final drafts of Cause and Effect Due (800-1000 words), reflections, Discussion of Persuasion/OP Ed
 		Generating ideas (lab)

		
Week 11	(March 23/25)
Day 1: 	Persuasion/ OP Ed
Generating ideas (lab)

Day 2:		Topics due –roundtable; 
		Developing ideas/grammar (lab)
	Second Set of Summaries Due***


****Last Day to Withdraw without Grade Penalty (March 26)****

Week 12	(March 30/April 1)
Day 1:		Persuasion/  OP Ed cont.

Day 2:	 Discussion
Rough Drafts of OP Ed Due for group assessment

Week 13	(April 6/8)
Day 1:	Final Draft of OP Ed Due (800-1000 words-); Discussion of Research/Sources
	Lab (TBA)

Day 2:	Writing a documented essay, discussion of sources; 
		Library orientation (in the lab)

Week 14	(April 13/15)
Day 1: 		TBA (Catch UP Day)

Day 2:		Conferences

Week 15	(April 20/22)
Day 1:	MLA discussion/Annotated Bibliography Discussion: Using Sources (paraphrasing, quoting, summarizing)
Sources practice (lab)

Day 2:		MLA Discussion/ 
MLA Practice
Third Set of Summaries Due****

Week 16	(April 27/29)
Day 1: 		10 sources due for annotated bibliography (lab)

Day 2:		 Rough draft and works cited due for group assessment
		Rough draft due for individual peer assessment (lab)

Week 17	(May 4) Finals Week
Final drafts of argumentative research paper due (1200-1500 words)
		Final reflection







Breakdown of Grades

Review 				10%
Comparison/Contrast			10%
Cause/Effect				10%
Op Ed					10%
Argument/Research			15%
Rough Drafts				15%
Summaries/Miscellaneous		15 % 
Attendance 				10% 
Annotated bibliography    		5%


