
· Fall 2010 
· SOC 201 
· DR. ELSBERG                                                                                
 OFFICE HOURS: MW: 11:00-12:00 and 3:30-4:30.  And by appointment
EMAIL:  nvelsbc@nvcc.edu
PHONE: 703-933-3968 
WEBSITE: http://www.nvcc.edu/home/celsberg
TEXTS:   Anthony Giddens and Mitchell Duneier, Introduction to Sociology, 7th edition, AND The Unthinkable by Amanda Ripley 
REQUIREMENTS:
(a) Regular attendance.  You must contact me if you are going to miss more than one class.  If something comes up (illness, change in work hours, etc.) please let me know and we'll see if we can work around the problem.  
(b) Assignments:(1) Quizzes: There will be 4 pop quizzes based on textbook and class discussion – multiple choice. (2)  Midterm and final – These will be primarily essay, but with one group response question as well, (3) either (a) a written report on a social setting, or (b)  2 of the assignments listed on the syllabus and under Assignments in Bboard, and (4) A response paper/discussion on The Unthinkable. Some questions on The Unthinkable are on BBoard – they are intended to get you thinking.
Grading: Quizzes =                           40 pts (10 pts each)
	   Midterm =                            25 pts
	  Final       =                             25 pts
	 Social setting or Projects = 40 pts.
	Response paper/discussion=20 pts.
	Total			         =150 pts.	
Social Setting Papers due the last week of classes.  Projects due within 2 weeks after covering a topic. Response papers due week of Nov. 8th.
Important Dates:  Last day to drop with tuition refund or change to audit – Sep 9.  Parking enforcement begins in student lots – Sep 10.  Last day to withdraw without grade penalty: Nov.1. Sep 6 – Labor Day holiday.  No class Oct 11-12.  Thanksgiving holiday Nov 24-28.  Last week of classes Dec 6-12.  Final Exam week Dec. 13-19.
To Think About:  Regular attendance and meaningful participation in class discussions can make the difference between a higher or lower grade.  If you are teetering between grades I will push your grade to the higher level if you have made strong contributions. The college has a Writing Center – you are encouraged to use it. The library staff are very helpful and knowledgeable.  Again, you are encouraged to make use of this resource.  During class all cell phones should be turned off.  Lap tops are welcome ONLY IF used for class- related activities.  
   
ASSIGNMENTS:
 Weeks 1 and 2 (Aug 23-Sep 10): The Sociological Perspective.  Early sociologists, major paradigms.  Video:  Unnatural Causes. Projects:  Choose a social issue that is of real concern or interest to you.  Tell the class how you think it would be approached through one of the paradigms. Read: Chapter 1 in textbook. 
Holiday Sep 6 (Labor Day).
 
Week 3 (Sep 13 -17)): Sociological Methods. How do sociologists do their research?  Qualitative and quantitative research designs. Read: Chapter 2 in text. See projects on Bboard.

Week 4:(Sep 20-24)  Culture.  Cross-cultural exercises.  Discussion of the concept of culture.   Read: Chapter 3 in textbook.
                
Week 5 (Sep 27-Oct 1):  Socialization and the Life Cycle. Read: Chapter 4 in textbook.  Projects:  Bring in a children's book or tale.  Tell the class about it and how it addresses such issues as: individualism and group life; right and wrong; how to solve problems; gender roles; how to treat people like parents, siblings, other relatives, friends, teachers.
 
Week 6 (Oct 4-8):  Interaction.  Read: Chapter 5 in textbook. Projects.: (a) Post to the Discussion board your reactions to some of the concepts in the chapter - which are interesting, puzzling, cite examples. Respond to 2 other posts. (b) Choose several concepts from this chapter and provide detailed examples for the class. (c)  I will use some examples from Candid Camera, but you can bring in similar material from other TV programs or You Tube.
Oct 11 -12 No class.
Weeks 7 and 8 (Oct 13-22):  Groups and Organizations. In- class exercises (group dynamics). Read:  Chapter 6 .  Projects: Apply what you have learned about groups and organizations to a recent event – e.g. to some aspect of the financial meltdown, to the oil spill in the Gulf, etc. Teach the class about this.
Week 9 (Oct 25-29):  Review and Midterm (bring scantron and #2 pencil).  
 Week 10 (Nov 1-5): Conformity, Deviance and Crime. Audio: After the Flood. Read: Chapter 7.  Projects: (a) Search the FBI website for statistics of interest and present these to the class.  (b)Keep a list of social controls that you encounter this week.  Categorize them as formal or informal, positive or negative, strong or relatively weak.  Discuss.   
Week 11 (Nov 8-12):  Discussion of The Unthinkable. Bring in your response paper in order to contribute to the class discussion.  You may join with one other person to do this assignment.
 
 Week 12 (Nov 15-22):  Stratification, Class, and Inequality. Global Inequality. Read: Chapters 8 & 9 in textbook. Projects: (a) Try to design a monthly budget for one individual earning minimum wage. (b) Try to design a monthly budget for a family of four living on minimum wage. (c) Interview people who have lived with a different stratification system (other than US or Canada).  How is their system different?  How does that affect lives?  What are costs and benefits of that system vs the system in the U.S.? (d) Conduct a small scale survey on some aspect of the class system. (e) Do exercises on text website (consult me)
Nov 24– 26 No classes. Happy Thanksgiving.
Week 13 (Nov 29-Dec 3 ): Gender Inequality. Read: Chapter 10. Projects: (a) Visit local toy stores – how are boy and girl toys differentiated? Take careful notes, make diagrams. Report to the class. (b) Imagine you belong to the opposite gender:  what classes would you be taking, what plans would you have for the future, how would you be spending most of your time?

Week 14  (Dec 6-12) Ethnicity and Race. Video: More of Unnatural Causes. Read: Chapter 11 in textbook. Projects: (a) Interview people about the meaning of race – what is a race anyway? (b) Interview older people about changes in racial and ethnic relations, (c) Observe the distribution of ethnic groups at NVCC – who sits where, who belongs to which clubs, etc. (d) Spend more time than you usually do with people of  different ethnicities- how does this feel, what do you learn?  (e)Go to the Census Bureau and look at statistics relating to ethnicity and other social variables such as education or income.  Report your findings in essay form, with tables. 
Social Setting Papers due this week.
Review for final.
FINAL EXAMS (Week of DEC 13-19) .  

