
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of the Achieving the Dream project, NOVA has started a new initiative called ‘Student 
Orientation Advising & Registration’ (SOAR) sessions. SOAR sessions aim to provide information that 
is essential for first-time college students to navigate through college successfully. The sessions impart 
information about college resources, technology, and advising and student support services. Specific 
things that students learn during the SOAR sessions include how to: interpret placement test results, 
use the academic catalog, use NOVA Connect to navigate through class schedules and register for 
courses, and access financial aid status and tuition payment deadlines. Students attend a SOAR 
session before they attend New Student Orientation (NSO), an orientation component that follows 
SOAR and can be viewed as an extension of it. 
 
This research brief presents the Fall 2010 enrollment status of students who attended SOAR in 
Summer 2010. The data is presented both for the college as well as for the individual campuses. Only 
first-time to NOVA students are considered for the purposes of this research brief. 
 
Enrollment Status is discussed in terms of: 
 

• Initial enrollment – Headcount of students who were enrolled in one or more courses sometime 
during the semester and they may or may not be currently enrolled. 

• Current enrollment – Headcount of students currently enrolled in one or more courses. 
• Dropped – Headcount of students who dropped all the courses in which they enrolled earlier in 

the semester and are currently not enrolled in any course. 
• Never enrolled – Headcount of students who never enrolled in any course during the semester.  

 
Figure 1 presents college-wide Fall 2010 enrollment status of students who attended SOAR sessions in 
Summer 2010. As seen in the graph below, of the 3,327 first-time to NOVA students who attended 
SOAR, 2,945 students (89%) initially enrolled for courses at NOVA. However, 254 of these students 
(8%) dropped out and 2,691 students (81%) continued with their enrollment during the semester. There 
was also a small percentage of students (12%) that did not enroll for any courses during Fall 2010. 
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Figure 1. College-Wide Enrollment Status of SOAR Attendees: Fall 2010 

 
Table 1 presents Fall 2010 enrollment status for SOAR attendees by SOAR campus (the campus at 
which the students attended a SOAR session). As seen in the table, students who attended SOAR at 
the Woodbridge campus showed the highest initial enrollment rate (92%), whereas the students who 
attended SOAR at the Annandale campus showed the lowest initial enrollment rate (83%). However, 
with regard to Current Enrollment, it was the Loudoun campus that showed the highest rate (86%) and 
the Alexandria campus that showed the lowest (72%) rate. A greater percentage of students at the 
Alexandria campus dropped out (15%) after initial enrollment than at any other campus. Also, the 
Annandale campus had the highest percentage (17%) of Never Enrolled students. 
 

Table 1. Enrollment Status by SOAR Campus: Fall 2010 

SOAR 
Campus 

SOAR 
Attended* 

Initial Enrollment 
Current 

Enrollment Dropped 
Never 

Enrolled 
# % # % # % # % 

Alexandria 540 470 87.0% 390 72.2% 80 14.8% 70 13.0% 
Annandale 847 705 83.2% 672 79.3% 33 3.9% 142 16.8% 
Loudoun 435 389 89.4% 374 86.0% 15 3.4% 46 10.6% 

Manassas 783 720 92.0% 658 84.0% 62 7.9% 63 8.0% 
Woodbridge 722 661 91.6% 597 82.7% 64 8.9% 61 8.4% 

College 3,327 2,945 88.5% 2,691 80.9% 254 7.6% 382 11.5% 
*The data includes only first-time to NOVA students. There were 199 students who attended SOAR 
sessions and were not first-time to NOVA. 
 

Summary of Results 
• Eighty-nine percent of Summer 2010 SOAR attendees enrolled for the Fall 2010 semester at 

NOVA. 
• Eight percent of the SOAR attendees who initially enrolled for classes in Fall 2010 eventually 

dropped out, resulting in a current enrollment rate of 81%. 
• Twelve percent of the SOAR attendees did not enroll in any courses at NOVA during Fall 2010. 
• Although Woodbridge campus showed the highest initial enrollment rate (92%), it was the 

Loudoun campus that showed the highest current enrollment rate (86%). 
• Alexandria campus showed the lowest current enrollment rate (72%); it had the highest 

percentage of students dropping out after initial enrollment (15%) 
• Annandale campus had the highest percentage (17%) of students who did not enroll for any 

classes at NOVA during Fall 2010. 
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