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The CCI Program Gets Social! – For the first time in program history, the CCI Program launched official 
program-wide social media properties on Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube. In addition, the CCI Program 
worked to enhance exclusive CCI alumni networking groups on Facebook and LinkedIn, and revamped 
the program’s website to include CCI alumni programming resources. 

The CCI Program Celebrates Its 10 Year Anniversary and 100 Years of the National Park Service during 
its Midyear Program in Arizona – From January 7-13, 2017, all 210 CCI students from the 2016-17 
program year met in Arizona for the weeklong Pathways to Success Program (PSP). During this year's 
event, CCI students developed leadership, networking, and goal setting skills through a series of 
interactive workshops, and the CCI class of 2016-17 also celebrated 10 Years of the CCI Program and 100 
Years of the U.S. National Park Service by revitalizing a historic orchard at Lonely Dell Ranch. Watch 
what they did here! This video was produced by CCI student Hubert “Sando” Famosando from 
Indonesia—thanks, Sando! 

CCI Alumni Around the World Celebrate 10 Years of the CCI Program – To celebrate 10 years of the CCI 
Program, CCI alumni have been planting #CCISeeds around the world and posting on social media about 
their experience. The #CCISeeds campaign started as a way for CCI alumni to participate in the 10 Year 
Anniversary service event at Lonely Dell Ranch, but has since transformed into a year-long opportunity 
to celebrate the impact of 10 years of the CCI Program. The #CCISeeds campaign is an opportunity for 
CCI alumni to share how their exchange year enhanced their personal and professional development 
and to give back to their communities. So far, CCI alumni from 14 countries have participated in 
#CCISeeds, sowing seeds of good intentions for the future. See what some alumni have already done in 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Cote d’Ivoire, Indonesia, and India, Pakistan, and the Dominican Republic. 

 

  

The 2016-2017 CCI cohort celebrates 10 years of the CCI Program at Lonely Dell Ranch. 

https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/
https://twitter.com/CCIProgram
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5zeYEJB3NJ0enM8AJNGBDQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ccialumniforum/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8157236/profile
http://www.nvcc.edu/ccip/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHkz64dJB5w
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1282221931863873/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1254063668013033
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/04/14/pakistani-fire-and-rescue-chief-plants-cci-seeds-with-rescue-squad/
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1386115354807863
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2016-2017 Program Year Highlights 
 

The 2016-2017 CCI participants truly capitalized on all aspects of the CCI Program—academics, 
volunteerism, internships, cultural exchange, leadership opportunities, and more. Below is just a glimpse 
of some of their efforts, activities, and successes. 

• Meeting with Local, State, and Federal United States Government Officials – CCI participants 
throughout the year met with U.S. local, state, and federal government officials. Many were 
invited to tour local government centers and hold question and answer sessions with mayors 
and state representatives. At Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, participants met Wisconsin 
State Senator Dave Hansen and Representative Eric Genrich. Senator Hansen and 
Representative Genrich spoke about their personal experience in politics and gave advice about 
how CCI participants could get involved in the elections in their home countries. In California at 
Santa Rosa Junior College, CCI participants met with the mayor of Santa Rosa, John Sawyer, who 
spent almost two hours with the students. Hearing about U.S. government procedures, ethics, 
and engagement inspires CCI participants to become more involved in student government, 
their home country’s politics, and international diplomacy.  
 

• Cultural Excursions and Experiential Learning — CCI students immersed themselves in their 
fields of study while studying in the United States, and throughout the semester went on a 
series of educational outings to enhance their understanding of U.S. culture. Some examples 
include CCI students at Valencia College who had a guided tour of Disney World in Florida to 
learn about American history, business enterprise, tourism and hospitality management, and 
engineering. Meanwhile, participants at Northern Virginia Community College’s CCI host 
campuses made trips to nearby Washington D.C. throughout the semester to tour the Capitol 
Building and Holocaust Museum. In the city of Chicago, CCI students studying at College of 
DuPage learned about the different eras of American architecture from an architectural boat 
tour expedition. The 2016-2017 CCI participants’ cultural excursions fostered a stronger 
understanding and appreciation of the legacy of American culture.  
 

• Showcasing the Spirit of Volunteerism — CCI students participated in a variety of volunteer 
activities throughout the course of their year studying in the United States. Some worked hands-
on with people in the community, including those with special needs, the homeless, and the 
elderly. Other CCI participants volunteered with nonprofits like the American Red Cross, local 
volunteer fire stations, children’s centers, and soup kitchens, and many also helped put on 
fundraising events for organizations like the American Diabetes Association. CCI students further 
devoted their volunteer hours towards helping the environment by creating sustainable 
community gardens, cleaning up beaches, and revitalizing national parks. Through their 
volunteer efforts, CCI students addressed food insecurity, revitalized local community 
environments, worked on fundraisers and projects for children, wrote letters to U.S. service 
members and veterans, and embraced America’s racial and cultural diversity. Read about their 
volunteering activities here and here. 
 

https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/11/08/cci-exchange-students-visit-u-s-local-state-and-federal-government/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/12/21/landmark-visits-showcase-u-s-business-models-history-and-architecture-to-international-students/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/01/26/mlk-service-day-2017/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/12/05/contributing-to-u-s-communities-through-service-learning/
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• Making the Most of Internship Experiences – Across the United States, CCI participants 
capitalized on making the most of their internship experiences with local U.S. businesses and 
organizations. Through their internships, they built hands-on professional experience and 
explored their academic fields of study as they planned for their future careers.  

o Using Media Fields to Share Community Stories: Three participants in Arizona, Tharina 
Malan (South Africa), Neo Makgetla (South Africa), and Olivia Aboui (Cote d’Ivoire) used 
their talents and internships in television production and journalism to share the stories 
of people, issues, and organizations in their host communities. The women spoke about 
their desire to use their skills back home to create positive and impactful content for 
youth, and about their feelings regarding women’s role in media fields.  

o City Year Boston and Beyond: Tumelo Mosweu (South Africa) used his internship with 
City Year Boston to support and develop education-focused organizations in South 
Africa.  

o Enhancing Women’s Empowerment through Entrepreneurship: Naik Alam (Pakistan) 
completed over 200 hours of internship experience working as a Development Intern at 
Empowered Women International (EWI), a non-profit organization that helps create 
jobs and entrepreneurial opportunities for immigrant, refugee, low-income, and at-risk 
women in the Greater Washington DC Metro Area.  

 
• Academic Excellence – This program year, 95 participants earned a grade point average (GPA) of 

a 3.5 or higher, and 22 of those 95 participants achieved a 4.0 GPA. Participants studied in fields 
including agriculture, applied engineering, business management and administration, early 
childhood education, information technology, media, public safety, and tourism and hospitality 
management. 
 

• Exchanging Culture with Local Communities – To celebrate International Education Week (IEW) 
2016, CCI participants across the United States engaged in several international festivals, fairs, 
and showcases. International Education Week is a joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State 
and the U.S. Department of Education and is an opportunity to celebrate the benefits of 
international education and exchange worldwide. During these events, CCI participants dressed 
in their country’s traditional clothing and shared informative presentations about their national 
currencies, arts, flags, foods, languages, dances, and games, truly embracing the mission of 
exchanging our world. 
 

• Engaging in Leadership Roles – Over ten CCI participants were elected into leadership positions 
in student government associations, clubs, and organizations within their community colleges. 
Taking on active leadership roles is just one way that CCI participants help U.S. community 
colleges internationalize their campuses and engage community college students with global 
perspectives. At Fox Valley Technical College, two CCI participants from South Africa were 
elected to serve as Vice President and Secretary for the college’s Student Government 
Association.   

  

https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/04/13/cci-women-use-media-fields-to-share-community-stories/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/03/21/tumelos-cci-internship-experience-city-year-boston-and-beyond/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/03/09/naiks-cci-internship-experience-enhancing-womens-empowerment-through-entrepreneurship/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/11/30/international-education-week-2016/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/11/17/international-leadership-in-u-s-community-colleges/
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Alumni Highlights – What CCI Alumni Are Doing Abroad 
 

CCI alumni are incredibly active in their home communities and engage in environmental, 
entrepreneurial, and educational efforts to enhance their home countries. Below are the stories and 
highlights we shared this year about what CCI alumni have been up to.  

We hope you will follow us on social media to learn more about the impact CCI participants and alumni 
are making on their U.S. host and home communities, and look forward to sharing the CCI alumni stories 
of impact abroad in your country. Please contact us at cccip@nvcc.edu if you have a story to share! 

Bangladesh 

• Bangladeshi CCI Alumnus Plants Over 10,000 Rice 
Seedlings as Part of #CCISeeds Campaign 

• CCI Alumna Receives Recognition for Internship 
Abroad 

Brazil 

• CCI Alumnus Helps Welcome Wisconsin Study 
Abroad Students to Brazil 

• CCI Alumna Plants CCI Seeds in Brazil 

Colombia 

• CCI Colombian Alumni Create Network to Connect 
and Promote Exchange Programs 

Cote d’Ivoire 

• CCI Alumna and Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistants Collaborate for International Education 
Week in Cote d’Ivoire  

• CCI Alumna Launches Children’s Community 
Center 

• CCI Alumni Plant CCI Seeds and Reflect on 
Ivorian Community Projects’ Successes 

Dominican Republic 

• Dominican CCI Alumni Help Plant Over 1,000 
Mahogany Trees in San Juan 

Ghana 

• CCI Alumni Success in Alumni Engagement 
Innovation Fund Competition  

Syed Minhaj Hossain plants #CCISeeds in Bangladesh. 

Dominican CCI alumni help plant 10,000 mahogany 
trees in San Juan. 

Ivorian alumna, Philomene Kouakou, celebrates the opening 
of her children's community center with CCI alumni. 

mailto:cccip@nvcc.edu
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1282221931863873/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1282221931863873/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1180282252057842
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1180282252057842
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1334753243277408
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1334753243277408
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1254063668013033
https://www.facebook.com/ccicolombianalumni/
https://www.facebook.com/ccicolombianalumni/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/12/14/exchange-programs-collaborate-for-iew-in-cote-divoire/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/12/14/exchange-programs-collaborate-for-iew-in-cote-divoire/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/12/14/exchange-programs-collaborate-for-iew-in-cote-divoire/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/10/19/cci-alumna-launches-childrens-community-center/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/10/19/cci-alumna-launches-childrens-community-center/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1386115354807863
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1386115354807863
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/15/cci-success-in-previous-alumni-engagement-innovation-fund-competition-years/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/15/cci-success-in-previous-alumni-engagement-innovation-fund-competition-years/
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India 

• CCI Seeds: Zulfiqar Sheth Uses CCI Year to 
Continue Educational Pursuits 

• Vijaya Reflects on CCI Year and Celebrates 10 
Years of the CCI Program 

Indonesia 

• Promoting Peace Through Education in North 
Maluku 

• Backpack Library Program in Indonesia Helps 
Promote Literacy and Celebrates CCI Seeds 

• CCI Alumnus Wins Prestigious National 
Photography Award 

• Taking Initiative and Following Your Passion 
• Contributing to Poverty Alleviation in Indonesia 

Pakistan 

• CCI Success in Previous Alumni Engagement 
Innovation Fund Competition Years 

• Pakistani Alumnus Receives Promotion as 
Rescue and Safety Officer 

South Africa 

• Information Technology Students Bring 
Computer Skills Training to Underserved 
Communities 

• Creating Opportunities for Future Leaders 

Turkey 

• Turkish CCI Alumnus Continues Education by 
Embracing a New Exchange Experience 

 

Ziadah celebrates #CCISeeds with her Backpacking 
Library Project in Indonesia. 

Muhammad Shahzad Khan plants #CCISeeds with rescue 
squad in Pakistan. 

CCI alumni create an organization to help bring 
computer labs and digital skills to South Africa. 

https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1268304253255641/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1268304253255641/?type=3
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/10/07/promoting-peace-through-education-in-north-maluku/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2016/10/07/promoting-peace-through-education-in-north-maluku/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/03/cciseeds-around-the-world/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/03/30/cci-alumnus-wins-prestigious-photography-award/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/03/30/cci-alumnus-wins-prestigious-photography-award/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/03/22/taking-initiative-and-following-your-passion/
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1340733942679338
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/15/cci-success-in-previous-alumni-engagement-innovation-fund-competition-years/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/02/15/cci-success-in-previous-alumni-engagement-innovation-fund-competition-years/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/04/14/pakistani-fire-and-rescue-chief-plants-cci-seeds-with-rescue-squad/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/04/14/pakistani-fire-and-rescue-chief-plants-cci-seeds-with-rescue-squad/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/05/25/information-technology-cci-students-bring-computer-skills-training-to-underserved-communities/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/05/25/information-technology-cci-students-bring-computer-skills-training-to-underserved-communities/
https://blogs.nvcc.edu/cci/2017/05/25/information-technology-cci-students-bring-computer-skills-training-to-underserved-communities/
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/posts/1288478301238236
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1247738708645529/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CCIProgram/photos/a.1134690499950351.1073741828.1126320067454061/1247738708645529/?type=3
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