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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 

FRE 233 – INTRODUCTION TO THE CULTURE AND LITERATURE OF FRANCE I (3 CR.) 
 
Course Description 
 
Introduces the student to French culture and literature through reading and discussing selected texts in the French language.  
Lecture 3 hours per week. 
 
General Course Purpose 
 
For students who are already at or above the intermediate-mid level of French proficiency as defined by the ACTFL (American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) Proficiency Guidelines, this course is designed to further develop language 
(communication) skills in listening, speaking, reading,  and writing through reading and discussing texts in French.  It will also 
acquaint the student with selected culturally significant text and literary works representative of the country of France and other 
Francophone areas. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites 
 
The prerequisite for this course is FRE 202 – “Intermediate French II” or equivalent.  Students who have not taken FRE 202 
should have French proficiency at or above the intermediate-mid level as defined by the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to: 
 

 Read selected poetry, essays, short stories, and other authentic materials in French 
 Discuss selected literature and its cultural significance in the target language 
 Listen to and comprehend the instructor and fellow students discussing aspects of French literature and culture 
 Write essays on French culture and literature 
 The ACTFL standards include Culture, Connections, Comparisons and Communities as part of foreign language 

instruction and assessment. Within these areas, students will be able to: 
 

o demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the practices and perspectives of 
o the culture studied 
o demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and 
o perspectives of the culture studied 
o acquire information and recognize the distinctive viewpoints that are only available 
o through the foreign language and its cultures 
o demonstrate understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the  
o cultures studied and their own 
o use the language both within and beyond the school setting 
o read, discuss and write about topics concerning the Francophone cultures featured in 
o the textbooks and in the target language media at or above the Intermediate level. 

                  
Major Topics to be Included 
 

• Selected poetry, essays, short stories and articles reflecting contemporary and traditional French thought and culture 
and aspirations of the peoples of France 

• Cultural studies of France through the examination of authentic materials, websites and other media. 
 


