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NOVA COLLEGE-WIDE COURSE CONTENT SUMMARY 

ART 247 – PAINTING TECHNIQUES FOR ILLUSTRATORS (3 CR.) 
 
Course Description    
 
Introduces materials and techniques used by the illustrator. Includes water-soluble paints (watercolor, acrylic, 
gouache), oil-based paints, and mixed media. Lecture 1 hours. Studio instruction 4 hours.  Total 5 hours per 
week. 
 
General Course Purpose 
 
This is a required one-semester course for the illustration student.  The course will provide technical skills and 
experience in water-based paints, oil-based paints and mixed media.  The student will be familiarized with the 
various materials and tools necessary for these techniques.  The course will provide studio instruction, 
demonstrations, and lectures on a class and individual basis. 
 
Course Prerequisites/Corequisites 
 
Prerequisites: ART 121, 131, basic drawing skills and a knowledge of design/composition 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to: 
 

A. recognize range, potential, and use of several of the pains used by the illustrator, including 
watercolor, gouache, acrylic, and oil. 

B. develop the skills in painting techniques which gives him/her a greater proficiency as a potential 
professional illustrator. 

C. gain a thorough understanding of the materials and tools involved in the various techniques and 
mediums. 

 
Major Topics to be Included 
 

A. Gouache 
1. opaque methods 
2. transparent glazing 
3. paper preparation 
4. materials and tools 

 
B. Watercolor 

1. wet into wet 
2. dry brush 
3. transparent successive applications 
4. realistic renderings 
5. paper preparation methods 

 
C. Acrylics 

1. opaque 
2. transparent glazings 
3. experimental surfaces 
4. special painting surfaces 
5. preparation of surface and media 
6. tools and special materials 

 



 
D. Oil 

1. opaque 
2. transparent washes (glazing) 
3. painting surfaces 
4. preparation of surface and media 
5. tools and special materials 

 
E. Current and historical precedents 

 
 

Extra Topics 
 

Specific assignments may be made to introduce the student to the concepts and methods used in solving 
illustrative problems. 
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